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The NFL Amateur Radio Club 

Meets the second Saturday of each month at 12:00 noon lunch 
and 1:00 PM Meeting at the NFLARC clubhouse, near Dobins 
Rd & CR1020 Corsicana 
�
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The Linked Repeaters at 
·  Corsicana - 2M (145.290 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Corsicana – DMR 440 (442.925) 
·  Buffalo - 2M (147.280 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Franklin - 2M (146.960 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Hillsboro - 2M (146.780 - with a tone of 123.0) 
·  ���%&���'�(��)�*�+,�����(�-� #��� �����&��+.��/�
·  ���'����(��)�*�+,�.���!�0���1�-� #��� �����&�

�+.��/�
·  )�1���(��)�*�+,�23�$�-� #��� �����&��+.��/�
·  
4#����5�(�67,�8)$��
·  ���4���"��)��� �%�'�9���

o #  �:;;�&��%4��%�;%�'���# 0��
o #  �:;;---�%�'��%�&�%��4��4�0�

�  ���5�&�%�
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·  Corsicana – DMR 440 (442.925+ cc9) 
 
RX 442.925 

TX 447.925 

Color 
Code 

9 

TS TG Description 

1 2 Dallas Metro  (Primary) 

1 3 North America  
(PTT activated with 10 min inactivity timeout)  

1 1 Worldwide All Languages  
(PTT activated with 10 min inactivity timeout)  

1 3100 Bridge to BM 3148 
(PTT activated with 10 min inactivity timeout)  

1 310 Tac 310  
(PTT activated with 10 min inactivity timeout)  

1 3777215 Comm 1  
(PTT activated with 10 min inactivity timeout) 

2 9 Local  
(PTT activated with 10 min inactivity timeout) 

2 3148 TX Statewide (Primary) 

2 3175 TX-OK Statewide  
(PTT activated with 10 min inactivity timeout) 

2 9000 TX Statewide Brandmesiter  
(PTT activated with 10 min inactivity timeout) 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Hillsboro Tx. 

Radio RX 443.275 

Radio TX 448.275 

Color Code DMR/9 
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Local News & Events 
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73 Amateur Radio Today - June, 1998 
�
!"  )�����1���+�� � �����	�"�)��1������� �����	��������+�

������������*�� �����-� �������"�
�"  ��-������++�-������������ �����������-�  �����"������

	�����	����+��������������� ������"�
�"  =������������-��*��	�����-��*������	��������� ������ "�
�"  &�����������������	����A�������������������������+����

�����A�����������-����������1�����++�������"�


"  ���B���������-��*�1�����+�����-�����������"�����A�1����
�������������*�������-���������	�������C�*�����A��--�� ��
��� ��+�*���	���-��;��"�

0" =+��������-� ������� �����	A����B���������������������
 �����	����+�������"������-����-�D������������1�����	 ��
������������*�����������"�

2" (������������1����	�� �����*���	���1������+�����
 � *������B�� ����"�

4" %����������	���1��������A�-� ����������������++�-����
��-��� �	�������"�

7" ����������*�����������+��;������"������-� �����������
�������B�����1�1���B��	���	���"�

!6" &������������-���������+������1� � *����������������@�
 ������� �-� ��������"�

�
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@�
�

�
,������������������A�+������+������-����"�
�
�
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@�
�
����������
 �	
�!	�
���������
"�#��$	
�		��
�
'����������
��������������� ������������
�����
������ ������
9�� :�������
��*��������� ���������-������*�-����
-�  ���-����������-�����1�������� ��������������-���-���
��1��A��� �	���-�����������������1����A������������������
=�����������������������������"�
��
��-�������+��������	�A�������-���� �����3<� �������-��*�
������������*���-�������1���������	���+�!
� ��������������+�� ���
. ��	��-��(����������
����������+���������� ���� �������� ����
-����������-�  ���-�����������������"���������	�� ����� ��� �
��-��������"�
��
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<�1����A���������������1��-������-��������������������� ����9����
��� ������������-�����=�������E������:�������� ����������� ���
��������-�  ���-����*������������-�������"��
��
%�����	�1���������
���+�F����������� ��A�����-��*����� ����������
C������-�����������������-������-��������� ���������� ��-�������
���������+�������-�������"�G=�����C�������������������+� �����-�����
+�����������������AH����������������.�����-������"�
��
���������-���@� ����$33��� ������"���3*��	�3�6!236036�3+���@
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'#&�����.��
=�>I'����������
��������������� ����������� �

�����
������ ������9�� :�������
��*��������� ���������
-������*�-����-�  ���-����������-�����1�������� ������ �����
���-���-�����1��A��� �	���-�����������������1����A����� �����
��������=������������������������������"�
��-�������+��������	�A������� �-��*�������������*���- �������1����
�����	���+�!
� ��������������+�����. ��	��-��(����������
 ������
����+���������� ���� ������������-����������-�  ���-���� �����
��������"���������	�� ����� ������-��������"�
<�1����A������������7�����������9������� ������������-���� �=���
����E������:�������� ����������������������-�  ���-����
*������������-�������"�<�1�����������-����������������� %�����
�����������	������-������������-���*���	���������������J� ����
���1��$������1���������"�
%�����	�1���������
���+�F����������� ��A�����-��*����� ����������
C������-�����������������-������-��������� ����������� �-�������
���������+�������-�������"�G=�����C�������������������+� �����-�����
+�����������������AH����������������.�����-������"�
)����1������;������ �-�����	���������������������������*��"�
����	����	���1��	��A�����������������1�1���A�������� ������D�"�
������1��� �-�����-��������*������1������+����������� ���+�� �
����+������������������	�����1��������1���-������-������ �����
���+������1��A�8����
"�
���������
���+�-� �����1��������������+�����	�������� �����-�����
��+�A�����������K�������1������-������������+"�=��1������
*�����+����"�

���������� ����� ����� ������������*�� �����������������
���������������.(
A�1��-����-������������������-���� ��;��� ����
*����	��	��������-��*A�*���������� ����� ������-��*� -����������
+����������	����������-��*���������+������� � *���"���������� ��
-�����+�� ��	��-��-���������A�������������������������-���-� ���
����+�����������-�"�
����'����������
��������������� �������������-����������� �
-�  ������������������++�������������-������-���L�������� ���"�
G�����1��������;������C�-��+�������-���������������1����� �-���-�
	����AH������ ������������8������"�G=��1�����������1���"H �
�
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� ��8��
������������1�����A�����������+���������-�����*����������� �����
	��������������K����8��-�  �����A�&���A�E�
)�EA��������� ��
����1��������+��������������-��+����������1���"��
>����-�����*����������������-�����++�-��������	��1����+��8��� ��
����)������+���K��"�
�
%������������� �A�����	�A� ����A�����������-����������� �*����
����������������1��������� �����������	���A�������+����� �1�����
*�������*��"�>�����������������"�
�
>����1������������1����8������*�-� �� ���������C������-�� ��
����A������1�����*���� ����������� ����+�1�����������+�1 ������A�
������������������������ �����"�)�������������������	 ���"�������
����+�����������1������������������+�������*���+����+������� �����
+�������*���+����+�� ���������������	������"�
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NFLARC Weather Nets 
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NFLARC Weather Net Frequencies: 

·  Corsicana - 2M (145.290 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Corsicana - 440 (442.925 +5 DMR CC9 TG-Local) 
·  Buffalo - 2M (147.280 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Franklin - 2M (146.960 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Hillsboro - 2M (146.780 - with a tone of 123.0) 
·  Fairfield - 2M (145.110 * with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Lindale - 2M (145.600 simplex with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Mexia - 2M (145.39 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Simplex Frequency - 146.500 MHz 
·  Echolink - KD5OXM-L�

 
 

ARES Net�
�

�
�
Limestone ARES Group 
ARES group for Limestone Co. 
List their Coms plan as follows: 
 

·   Repeaters 
o Mexia Repeater 145.39 – Primary 
o Hillsboro Repeater 146.78 – Secondary 

·  Simplex 
o 146.500 FM Primary 
o 146.550 FM Secondary 
o 147.550 FM Texas State Guard Freq 

�
They will have a weekly net on Tuesday Nights 8PM on )�1���
����� �%��+,�23  
�
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(�������	�<� "H��
�

� �
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&���++�-������-�����+���-�� �����������K����A�*����������� ����
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N9TAX 2m Slim Jim Antenna review 
Erroneous specs aside, the N9TAX VHF SlimJim antenna is an 
exemplary dipole. 
Ham Radio . Magnum Experimentum 
http://www.hamradio.me/antennas/n9tax-2m-slim-jim-antenna-
review.html?utm_source=amateur-radio-
weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter 
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RaspberryPi automatic NOAA SDR receiver dropbox 
uploader 
 
Detailed how-to document. 
https://s55ma.radioamater.si/2017/06/28/raspberrypi-automatic-
noaa-sdr-receiver-dropbox-uploader-quick-
notes/?utm_source=amateur-radio-
weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter 
 
Main apps needed: 
– WxToImg 
– Predict 
– Rtl-SDR 
– Sox 
– Dropbox bash uploader 
– Some essential packages 
– A script to link it all together, provided by a reddit user 
the2belo. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Key to soldering: pace yourself 
This nine-episode-long series is what retaught me to solder, and 
is a masterpiece, both in content and execution.  
Hack A Day  
http://hackaday.com/2017/06/29/key-to-soldering-pace-
yourself/?utm_source=amateur-radio-
weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Solar 101 for you Prepared / HAM Radio Guys and Gals. 
 
 
 
http://www.instructables.com/id/Make-Your-Own-Photovoltaic-
Off-Grid-System/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email 
 
Hi, 
Sending this attachment above, because it is an excellent little 
short course on how to do this….plus it has nice pictures….. 
in addition to the enjoyment a picture brings….it entertains and  
sparks enthusiasm , nice pics, most importantly communicate 
well. 
 

·  I speak with authority to encourage you to look over 
and apply concepts from this article. 

·  I have put up and I am using a Solar / DC battery 
system for my HAM radios. 

·  I used a pre made kit and off the shelf components. 
·  However, training and education at Texas State 

Technical College in a specific course on Solar, Wind 
and Alternative energy sources made my install of the 

kit, more practical, strong and effective.  Besides, fun 
course with good brain food. 

·  Factoids to keep you out of trouble and on the road to 
the Solar Happy Place:  

o DC batteries store huge amounts of current, 
amps, electrical power, enough to arc weld 
either on purpose or by accident.  Review and 
use all of those battery and DC voltage safety 
procedures you have been taught.  Remember 
your wire in series vice parallel rules for 
building up your battery bank.  Pay attention 
to gauge and material of bus bar/bridging 
cables.  Dust those concepts off. 

o Not all panels are created equal.  Surplus, cast 
off and or free panels are not a bad thing, if 
you can match them to the appropriate charge 
controller to feed your battery bank.  I would 
always accept free panels…take them home 
and figure out if you can use them…if not pay 
them forward to some one who can.  Keep 
them out of the scrap yard. 

o Charge controllers are essentials as the panels 
will put out so much current that they will fry 
your battery bank if you connect the panel 
direct to the battery.  Use your noggin here, 
make a engineering plan sketch if only on the 
back of a junk mail envelope.  No shortage of 
those in this life. Or get out the “Big Chief 
Tablet and number two lead pencil and make a 
plan / sketch”. 

o FYI, DC Solar systems with 50 volts DC or 
less may be installed by home owner.  
National Electric Code states same.  This 
category is essentially the small and redundant 
solar electric system to run radios or other 
emergency power applications…..hurricane 
season and so forth. 

o To repeat.  My solar is in house, but not 
connected to mains power in any way.  It 
comes in to sealed and fume free (Non sealed 
batteries off gas Hydrogen Sulfide – 
Hindenburg – Excitement not welcome inside 
the house).  The only connection I would ever 
make between mains and solar is to on temp 
basis connect a small battery maintainer run 
off the mains, if the sun would be AWOL for 
several days on end, while I was running the 
radios off the battery bank. 

o For my use, the goal is to keep the batteries 
well charged under all weather 
conditions…not too proud here to connect a 
battery maintainer if no sun for days on 
end…or to charge the bank with the gen set, if 
both the mains and sun were out of 
commission so to speak for several days.   
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o Improvise, adapt and overcome…..use the 
tools the Good Lord has blessed you with and 
stay on the airwaves.  Use your noggin. 

o Do not confuse this concept with the mega 
buck and super high voltage of a whole house 
off grid solar system.  That requires serious 
heavy duty components and switch gear, all 
installed by certified electrician and quality 
trades people.  Yes, those can run all the 
electrical and mechanical systems of the 
house, but that is not what this article is about. 

o This is small scale.  Panel (s) Charge 
controller and maybe a voltage inverter 
sometimes called a converter. 

o Inverter/converter is handy if you want to run 
small items on 110 volts AC.  Such as 
recharge notebook computer, small TV, Fan, 
etc.  Inverters converters, at least most that are 
affordable to us…do not produce a true sine 
wave of alternating current. 

o They do produced a chopped stair step type 
square wave…so it is a pretty good 
approximation of a sine wave. 

o Some electronics don’t mind this…and some 
don’t do well on it at all.  Beware of this 
condition. 

o Be practical and go easy on the inverter and 
converter idea…I use it for a low power (40 
watt bulb) incandescent desk lamp on my 
HAM station and field kit…and to re charge 
my HAM stuff old notebook computer.  Good 
for that and re charging phones, tablets and 
such…and of course portable items like 
battery spot / flash lights. 

o If you had a need to run any home medical 
device on solar / inverted to 110 AC, such as 
an oxygen concentrator, Nebulizer, CPABP 
(sp) or similar…..then do lots of math on 
current, amp hours of battery bank and 
capacity of all components in the system.  You 
can do the engineering and figure out what it 
will take to run such essential equipment in a 
storm or disaster…just go slow and check your 
work.  Get it all down on paper…neatness and 
organization does help. 

o Practice Good Engineering and Craft/Trade 
man ship in execution.  If you are a braincase 
with drafting pencil, pocket protector and 
calculator, yet a klutz who can not bend metal, 
then find a friend who can do good install and 
assembly and treat him to a good steak dinner 
off the grill.  The whole project will be less 
daunting with good skilled help and the 
fellowship will be welcome. 

o Also note…It is just too easy to buy and use 
one of the little Chicom 1,000 Watt generator 

sets from Harbor Freight.  In some cases it is 
going to be more cost effective engineering 
solution to run one of these small and quiet 
gen sets to power any emergency / home med 
equipment and or a small window AC unit in 
the emergency cooling and sleep room.   

o Good cool rest / sleep area is critical….I know 
first hand from the US Army that sleep 
deprivation is a very serious issue, not to 
mention that people you normally love and 
like to be around, like family and friends, get 
real cranky after days with out good sleep.  

o Dogs, Cats, the Old and the Young must also 
have a cool resting shelter room from the 
humidity and heat in days on end without 
mains power. 

o Just understand the run / oil / gas and safety of 
the generator, use in well ventilated spaces, 
ground it to earth and keep a proper class and 
size fire extinguisher close by.  Mind the wire 
gauge of power cables and break out boxes. 
  Warm and or hot cables are always a bad 
sign.  RV power cables and similar work well 
as do professional grade work site type cables.  
Yes…just pony up the cash and get it done.  
Read the instruction book.  Train self and 
responsible others on how to use it and instruct 
all else to “leave it alone”.  It is a power tool. 

 
 
Well, I drifted on frequency a little here, but believe all the 
message and well wishes above remained “clear and readable”.  
I thought this was a good reminder time as we have our First 
Tropical depression of the Summer blowing into the LA / TX 
gulf cost as I write and say silent prayers for friends located 
there. 
 
And other world events remain as bizarre as ever…appears the 
new normal. 
 
PS…check your engineering and purchase math carefully….for 
example if you want to run your HF 100 watt Ham radio on 
batteries….even on an intermittent basis, it may take lots of 
battery ($$). 
 
If you want to run that HAM Linear AMP…forget about 
batterie$$$$$…. 
 
…..it may be a more cost effective, flexible and a redundant 
solution to have a small and reasonable solar kit and a small and 
quiet gen set.  Then you will be well prepared to take care of 
your self, family and good friends, both two and four legged. 
 
They do rely upon you! 
 
 Blessings all, 
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and 73’s 
 
James C. McCune 
KD0YUT 
. 
 
 

Ham Software�
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BUY, SELL, or SWAP 
 

·  FS 
o Kenwood TS 930s HF (NEEDS MIC) 
o Kenwood SP 820 
o Kenwood TS 700 SP M/SSB 
o Contact John Ellington KE5TNX 

 
 

Hamfests & Events 
 
     
    Hamfest/Convention 
    08/04/2017 | South Texas Section Convention (Austin 
Summerfest 2017)  
    Location: Austin, TX 
    Type: ARRL Convention 
    Sponsor: Austin ARC & Texas VHF-FM Society 
    Website: http://www.austinsummerfest.org 
     
 
A German Welcome to the World for HAMRadio 2017 
 

 
 

Europe's leading Amateur/Ham Radio exhibition, HamRadio 
located at the Fairgrounds in Friedrichshafen, Germany will take 
place over the weekend of 14-16 July 2017. 
 
This year's motto is "Germany welcomes the world" providing a 
platform for amateur/ham radio enthusiasts to meet and share 
their radio experiences. This year is HamRadio's forty-second 
event. 
 
This year's event will be attended by over 200 exhibitors from 30 
countries, including 70 National Associations. The German 
Amateur Radio Club (DARC) will be celebrating their 45th 
anniversary, and plan to have activities and presentations to 
mark the event. 
 
Details of this year's event can be found at 
http://www.hamradio-friedrichshafen.de 
 
 
 

NFLARC Weekly Information Net  
 
Net meets every Wednesday night at 9:00 PM local time 

·  The Linked Repeaters at 
o Corsicana - 2M (145.290 + with a tone of 

146.2) 
o Buffalo - 2M (147.280 + with a tone of 146.2) 
o Franklin - 2M (146.960 - with a tone of 146.2) 
o Hillsboro - 2M (146.780 - with a tone of 

123.0) 
o Fairfield * 2M (145.110 * with a tone of 

146.2) 
o Lindale * 2M (145.600 simplex with a tone of 

146.2) 
o Mexia * 2M (145.39 - with a tone of 146.2) 
o Echolink * KD5OXM-L 

·  We can be Monitored via 
o http://nflarc.org/radio.html 
o http://www.radioreference.com 

�  “Central Texas Amateur Repeaters” 
�  “Navarro, Freestone, Limestone and 

Leon Counties Repeaters” 
 

Net Control Schedule 
�
·  �����

·  �,�)�4#���;7����
·  ������;��!���
·  �3���!��;��"�5�#�
·  �.�)�4#���;7����

·  ����! �
·  ������;��!���
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·  �3���!��;��"�5�#�
·  �.�)�4#���;7����
·  �2����;��!���
·  2����!��;��"�5�#�

 
If you would like to learn or practice being net control, contact 
us here http://nflarc.org/email.html 
�
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AREA CLUB MEETINGS  

·  All-Ham Breakfast                 
o Every Sat.9:00am GRIFFS at China Spring Road & 

Wortham  Bend Road in China Spring. Come join your 
fellow hams every Saturday morning. 

·  Bosque County ARC             
o  2nd Sat. 6:30pm Johnny’s Café on HWY. 6 In Clifton 
o VEC team there to give a test or upgrade at 5:30 each 

meeting 
·  Central Texas ARC                

o 1st Tues. 7:00pm Belton EOC 
·  HOTARC                                

o 4th Thurs. 7:00pm W5NCD Workshop 12772 Chapel Rd., 
Lorena 

·  Lake Whitney ARS                 
o 3rd Sat. 10:00am Whitney Fire Department 

·  Leon County Ham Radio Club 
o 1st Tues. 7:00 p.m. at the Centerville Municipal Building, 

also known as the fire station. The building is located just 
past Lacy's Grocery Store on the right 

·  Temple ARC                           
o 1st Thurs. 7:00pm Western Hills Church of Christ Adams 

& I-35, Temple 
·  W5TSG  ARC                         

o 2nd Monday  6:30pm  TSGARC Clubhouse 3292 
Speegleville Road, Waco 

·  Tarleton Area ARC                 
o 1st Tuesday of each month Stephenville (also a 70cm 

repeater available 444.775 PL tone 88.5) 
·  CCARC - Cedar Creek Amateur Radio Club 

o Second Saturday of each month at the Mabank Cafe, 301 
N. 3rd. Street in Mabank.   

o Their meeting room is a no-smoking area for us all 
morning. 
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CubeSat Workshop Presentations Available 
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Receiving Jupiter noise bursts 
The planet Jupiter is known to emit bursts of noise via natural 
‘radio lasers’ powered partly by the planet's interaction with the 
electrically conductive gases emitted by Io, one of the the 
planet's moons. 
RTL-SDR.com 
http://www.rtl-sdr.com/receiving-jupiter-noise-bursts-with-an-
sdrplay-rsp1/?utm_source=amateur-radio-
weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter 
 
 

Digital Radio News 
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·  Websites & Social Media 
o DMR Track https://kg5rki.com/new/index.php 
o Net Watch for crossroads Cbridge (DMR-

MARC & Brand Meister 
http://cbridge.crossroadsdmr.org:42420/Minim
alNetwatchBody 

o Hoseline to listen on PC 
http://hose.brandmeister.network/ 

o DMR Texas Information https://dmrtexas.net/ 
o Latest Main MD380/90 uploader and Bin File 

https://web1.foxhollow.ca/DMR/?menu=exper
imental 

o Facebook groups 

�  DMR Track 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/D
MRTrack/ 

�  MD2017 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/18
95359574085284/ 

�  The Closed MD 380 Tips And Tricks 
Group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11
3618072518531/ 

�  Lonestar DMR 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/76
7222240073223/ 

�  Hold on More coming in now!...... 
 

 

QSL Card 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Web LINKS 
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SILENT KEYS 
 

 
 
 
 

FYI 
 

·  NFLARC Club Dues are due every May 
 

Ham Radio Glossary 
 

 

2015-2016 Officers     
 
President: Doug S - KE5CDK 
Vice President: Rodger W - W5UOK 
Secratary: Rebekah M - K5RCM 
Treasurer: James S - KD5OXM 
Director (1yr):  Mary S - KE5FGU 
Director (2yr):  Kevin M - KW5MOS 
Director (3yr):  Michael B - KF5KHS 
Field Day Committee:  
Testing Committee:  Rebekah M - K5RCM 

VE Team  Rebekah M - K5RCM 
  Michael B - KF5KHS 
  Kevin M - KW5MOS 
  Mary S - KE5FGU 
  Doug S - KE5CDK 
  Wil G – WB5YFX 
  Bud G – AD5SK 
  And more…? 
Public Relations Chairman  Rebekah M - K5RCM 
Activities Chairman Rebekah M - K5RCM 
Ragchew Editor Doug S - KE5CDK 

 

Address Book 
 

·  Staff@nflarc.org - Is sent to pres, vp, sec, tres, & board 
·  members@nflarc.org - Is sent to all members on the 

mailing list 
·   vec@nflarc.org  – Is sent to our VEC’s 
·  ve@nflarc.org - Is sent to the VE team 
·  ares@nflarc.org  – Is sent to pres, vp, sec, tres, 
·  fd@nflarc.org - Is sent to pres, vp, sec, tres, 
·  ragchew@nflarc.org - is sent to the newsletter editor 

 
 
 
If you have Questions, Comments, Links, Submissions, 
Corrections,  Etc. 
Send them to ragchew@nflarc.org 
 
 
 
To subscribe to the newsletter, send a message to: 
  <newsletter-subscribe@nflarc.org> 
 
To remove your address from the newsletter, just send a message 
to: 
  <newsletter-unsubscribe@nflarc.org> 
�
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