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The NFL Amateur Radio Club  
Meets the second Saturday of each month at 12:00 noon lunch and 
1:00 PM Meeting at the NFLARC clubhouse,  near Dobins Rd & 
CR1020 Corsicana.  

 
 

There are Amazon links on our site now 
If you go to Amazon by clicking our link we get .5% on purchases 
made there at no cost from you. 
Look for it at nflarc.org And in the forum. 
 
 

ARRL Field Day is June 27-28, 2015 
 

 
 
Field Day is part educational event, part operating event, part 
public relations event – and ALL about FUN! 
 

 

 
 
 
Objective- 
To work as many stations as possible on any and all amateur bands 
(excluding the 60, 30, 17, and 12-meter bands) and to learn to 
operate in abnormal situations in less than optimal conditions. Field 
Day is open to all amateurs in the areas covered by the ARRL/RAC 
Field Organizations and countries within IARU Region 2. DX 
stations residing in other regions may be contacted for credit, but 
are not eligible to submit entries. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 
 
·  The Linked Repeaters at 

·  Corsicana - 2M (145.290 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Corsicana - 440 (442.925 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Buffalo - 2M (147.280 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Franklin - 2M (146.960 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Hillsboro - 2M (146.780 - with a tone of 123.0) 
·  Fairfield * 2M (145.110 * with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Lindale * 2M (145.600 simplex with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Mexia * 2M (145.39 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Echolink * KD5OXM-L 

 
·  We can be Monitored via 

·  http://nflarc.org/radio.html 
·  http://www.radioreference.com  

·  Look for (Central Texas Amateur Repeaters) 
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License Training Class / Testing 
 
TBA 
 
 

LOCAL NEWS & EVENTS 
 
N5ZXJ 145.310 and the W5BEC repeater 147.140 Down! 
 
For those of you who may not know, the KCEN tower which holds 
both the N5ZXJ repeater on 145.310 and the W5BEC repeater on 
147.140, suffered a power loss knocking both repeaters off the air.  
It is unknown when the problem will be corrected.  In the interim, 
the Central Texas Amateur Radio Net held on Thursday evenings at 
8 PM, has been moved to the W5AMK repeater in Gatesville on 
146.960(-) PL 123.  While the N5ZXJ and W5BEC repeaters are 
down, we will be using this Gatesville repeater. 
 
Thank You 
 
Rick Murray, K6WXA 
 
 
05-10-2015 Storm 
 

 

 
Developing wall cloud shown here and on radar image when it was 
in Frost. K5WCE 
 

 
This rotating wall cloud came right over my house (near Ennis) 
KE5CDK 
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From Hubbard area 
 
“here is the bridge i cross over to get to my house...it is about 2 1/2 
miles from my house 
the creek had flooded during the storm sunday and the water was 
flowing over the bridge...the creek is about 15 feet deep” 
KE5YPH 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
NOTE to all hams in the area.  
 
Since almost all the repeaters in the area are being upgraded to the  
new Yeasu ‘System Fusion’ digital repeater, you may hear some 
“NOISE” coming from the machines.  
This is someone talking in the digital mode. This noise can be very 
annoying.  
To stop this noise you need to: 
1- turn on the CTCSS function on your receiver. What this does is 
set your receiver to require a PL tone to unmute. 
2- With your CTCSS turned on you will not hear anything until the 
repeater goes back to the analog mode and operate normally.  
  
I hope this information helps……. 
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Happy Cinco de Mayo! 
We have come to fix your roof. 

 
 

 
Look Who showed up for a roofing party! 
 
We had no idea they were comming, but the building owner did 
arrange to have the roof repaired at the Club house, 
OMG we have Antennas up there! 
 
We made some calls to have a ham there to make sure the antennas 
were out of the way and safe. 
 

 
1st Supervisor on the Job KF5KHS Michael 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2nd supervisor on seen (in red truck)K5WCE Jimmy 
 
They reported that there was a little damage done when the crew 
removed the pallets from the roof, but not as bad as it could have 
been getting our antennas and coax out of their way. The roofers 
said they should be finished that same afternoon. 
 
Also note the short grass! KF5KHS Michael mowed it the day 
before.  Thanks Mike 
 
 
 4-27-2015 Storm 
 

 
 
Some areas were under a Tornado warning, none were reported, but 
there was hail high winds & rain with this system. 
NWS & Spotters were on the radio. 
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People are listening to ham radio when the weather gets bad! 
 

 
Here is what happened before, During and After the Tornado 
warning was in Ellis County. 
102 people turned to Ham radio to get informed via our radio 
reference scanner feed. 
 
Normally there are 1-3 people at a time listening to the hams here. 
So let others know, even those that are not hams, where to listen 
and stay safe.  

 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
New North Texas Section Manager 
 
Nancy McCain, K5NLM, of Fort Worth, has taken over the 
position, succeeding incumbent SM Chris Brewer, N5GMJ, who 
resigned due to increased work and family commitments. 

 
ARRL Field Services and Radiosport Manager Dave Patton, 
NN1N, made the appointment in consultation with Brewer, who 
recommended McCain for the post, and ARRL West Gulf Division 
Director Dr David Woolweaver, K5RAV. Brewer, of Saginaw, has 
served as the North Texas Section Manager since April 30, 2013. 
McCain, who is presently a North Texas Assistant Section 
Manager, has been active in ARES, RACES, and in Army and 
Navy MARS. She is a retired emergency management specialist.  

Nancy will complete the current term of office as North Texas 
Section Manager, which runs until March 31, 2017. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 
HamEXPO (Belton Hamfest) rumors 
5-7-2015 
 
All, 
  
There are some rumors about HamEXPO (Belton Hamfest) being 
spread on area HF nets that are not factual.  The TARC Board 
would like to correct any incorrect information that is being passed 
around.  The rumors we are being contacted about are: 
  
1) HamEXPO rates are being increased.  This is false.  We are not 
considering increasing any fees.   
2) HamEXPO will not allow anyone to tailgate in the parking lot.  
This is false.  There has never been any discussion to disallow 
anyone from selling in the parking lot. 
3) Main Trading Company (MTC) is not welcome at HamEXPO.  
This is false.  HamEXPO has proactively contacted MTC several 
times and have coordinated indoor table space for MTC but they 
have not registered to attend.  
  
If you are anyone you speak to have questions about HamEXPO we 
request they contact the TARC Board by email at board@tarc.org.  
We will be glad to answer any questions you have about 
HamEXPO.  We will also return a call you if a phone number is 
provided. 
  
Temple Amateur Radio Club Board 
 
 

 
 
The Airshow has been cancelled for this weekend  
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due to weather.  It will probably be held in September or October. 
Thanks to all who volunteered to participate.  I’ll send a notice out 
when it gets rescheduled. 
  
John Gantt 

 
 

World News & Events 
 
New Firmware Update for the IC-7600 HF Amateur radio 
Transceiver  
 
Icom have announced a significant firmware update for the IC-7600 
HF Transceiver at the Dayton Hamvention 2015. The update 
provides a new range of functions including waterfall screen for the 
band scope, amongst many!  
 
Details of each update and download instructions are as follows.  
Please note that before you install the firmware, you should 
download the installation guide using the link on the firmware 
update page:  
IC-7600 All versions: Firmware Update Version 2.00 – Download 
here!  
 
Improvements 
 
• Waterfall screens, mouse operation, and other additional functions 
have been added to the spectrum scope.  
• An APF AF Level setting has been added.  
• CI-V commands for antenna control, logging software and 
RIT/DELTA-TX have been added.  
• TX Delay (HF/50M) settings have been added to adjust the TX 
delay time.  
• A Standby setting has been added to remotely turn ON the IC-7600 
transceiver by a command from the REMOTE jack.  
• “MOS-FET” is now the default value of “SEND Relay Type.”  
 
Further Information  
 
For more information, please refer to IC-7600 Information for 
Firmware version 2.00.  
 
• Firmware can be updated using a USB flash drive. Thoroughly 
read Section 14 (UPDATING THE FIRMWARE) of the instruction 
manual to know what the update requires.  
• Backup your transceiver’s data onto a USB flash drive as it is 
possible that your data could get lost or corrupted during the update. 
Thoroughly read Section 10 (File saving) of the instruction manual 
for details.  
• Never turn OFF the transceiver power during the update. 
 
 
New NASA Deputy Administrator is a Radio Ham 
 
Prof. Dava Newman KB1HIK was sworn in as NASA Deputy 
Administrator on May 15 from her MIT office  
 
Her appointment had been confirmed by the U.S. Senate on April 
27. NASA Administrator Charles Bolden (formerly KE4IQB ) said, 
“I am delighted with the Senate confirmation of Dr. Dava Newman 

to be the deputy administrator of NASA. The strong bipartisan 
support Dr. Newman received in the Senate is a reflection of her 
well-earned reputation and renown as a global leader in science and 
technology research and policy.” 

 
 
Newman is a professor of aeronautics and astronautics and of 
engineering systems. On the MIT faculty since 1993, she directs the 
Institute’s Technology and Policy Program and MIT Portugal 
Program, and is co-director of the Department of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics’ Man Vehicle Laboratory. She is a Harvard-MIT 
Division of Health Sciences and Technology faculty member, and a 
Margaret McVicar Faculty Fellow. 
 
Her research has included modeling human performance in low and 
micro-gravity conditions, examining the dynamics and control of 
astronaut motion, and the development of assisted walking devices 
for the physically handicapped. Perhaps her most prominent project 
has been development of the BioSuit, a skintight spacesuit that 
would give astronauts unprecedented comfort and freedom in 
exploration of planetary surfaces and extra-vehicular activity. 
 
After accepting the confirmation, Newman said, “It's an enormous 
honor to serve at NASA in times when our country is extending 
humanity's reach into space while strengthening American 
leadership here on Earth. I'm profoundly grateful to President 
Obama, the United States Senate, and Administrator Bolden — 
along with everyone at MIT. I can't wait to come aboard." 
 
 
Radio to Smartphone revolution 
 
The move away from traditional radio sets to mobile phones is not 
only a professional problem for broadcasters like the BBC, but is 
also a concept issue for Amateur / Ham Radio training groups. 

 
Controller of BBC Radio 1, Ben Cooper has recently said “The era 
of studios, transmitters and radio sets is about to go [into the past] 
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for young audiences. No young person now tunes across a [radio] 
dial and bumps into Radio 1"  
Ofcom had previously reported that radio listening is declining 
among the young as they switch to listening online. This profound 
change will inevitably have an impact on amateur radio. 
Amateur training courses currently assume that newcomers 
understand the basic idea of tuning a radio dial to receive different 
stations. It is clear that for the younger generation, this is now an 
alien concept, they will never have done such a thing in their entire 
life.  
 The Drum version of The Times - 
http://www.thedrum.com/news/2015/05/05/radio-1-boss-admits-
being-blindsided-smartphone-revolution 
Ofcom: Radio listening declining among young -
 http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2015/march/radio_listening_decl
ining_among_young.htm 
 
 
 
70 MHz Access for German Radio Hams 
 
The Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (DARC) report radio amateurs 
in Germany will have access to the 70 MHz band during the 
Sporadic-E season  
Holders of the class A license are able to use a limited portion of the 
band. In the Official Journal of Communication no. 412/2015 of 
April 29, 2015 the following provisions were published:  
 

 
·  Frequency range: 70.150 MHz to 70.180 MHz 
·  Transmission power: 25 watts ERP 
·  Maximum bandwidth: 12 kHz 
·  All classes of emission 
·  Antennas: horizontal polarization 
·  Period: from now until August 31, 2015 

The Amateur Radio is a secondary user and has to ensure the 
protection of the primary radio services. 
Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (DARC) in Google English -
 http://tinyurl.com/GermanyDARC 
 
 
CQ announces 2015 Hall of Fame inductees 
 
CQ magazine today announced its 2015 Hall of Fame inductees, 
adding two members each to the CQ DX and Contest Halls of Fame, 
as well as nine new members of the CQ Amateur Radio Hall of 
Fame.  
 
The CQ Amateur Radio Hall of Fame honors those individuals, 
whether licensed hams or not, who have made significant 
contributions to amateur radio; and those amateurs who have made 
significant contributions either to amateur radio, to their professional 
careers or to some other aspect of life on our planet.  
 

The 2015 inductees (listed alphabetically) are:  
 
Tim Allen, KK6OTD  - Actor and star of the ABC comedy, "Last 
Man Standing," on which his character is also a ham, Mike Baxter, 
KA0XTT.  
 
Charles Apgar, ex-2MN (SK) - uncovered German spy 
transmissions from Telefunken shore station WSL in New York 
during WWI.  
 
Dan Benishek, KB8TOW - Member of Congress from Michigan. 
Medical doctor and advocate for veterans.  
 
Olof Lundberg, G0CKV - Leader of the communications satellite 
industry for a quarter-century. Founding Director General of 
Inmarsat; founder, CEO and Chairman of ICO Global 
Communications and CEO of Globalstar, Inc.  
 
Bre Pettis, W2BRE - 3D printing pioneer and founder of MakerBot.  
 
Alvino Rey, W6UK (SK) - A leading musician of the swing era, 
Rey is considered the father of the electric guitar and inventor of the 
talk box, pickups and other electronic musical devices. He combined 
his love for music with his love of radio to transform the music 
world.  
 
Bob Twiggs, KE6QMD - Co-inventor of the cubesat design 
standard.  
 
Greg Walden, W7EQI - Member of Congress from Oregon. 
Chairman of the House Communications and Technology 
Subcommittee.  
 
Joko "Jokowi" Widodo, YD2JKW  - President of Indonesia.  
 
 
CQ DX and Contest and DX Halls of Fame  
 
The CQ DX and Contest Halls of Fame honor those amateurs who 
not only excel in personal performance in these major areas of 
amateur radio but who also "give back" to the hobby in outstanding 
ways.  
 
The 2015 inductees to the CQ DX Hall of Fame are:  
 
 
Yasuo "Zorro" Miyazawa, JH1AJT  - is a DXer, DXpeditioner, 
educator and philanthropist. Zorro is the founder and CEO of the 
Seisa Group, which runs schools in several countries; and 
founder/CEO of the Foundation for Global Children, which provides 
medical and educational support for children in Japan, Bhutan, 
Myanmar, Cambodia and Bangladesh. Zorro has also helped 
promote or re-introduce amateur radio to many of these places, and 
has donated money and/or equipment to help amateurs in rare 
locations get or stay on the air.  
 
Michael Wells, G7VJR - is founder of Club Log, an online 
DXpedition log-hosting tool that has changed the face of 
DXpedition operating by, among other things, allowing operators to 
upload their logs while still on the air and permit hams around the 
world to know if they are "in the log" on a given band or mode. 
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Michael is a DXpeditioner himself, having been part of a half-dozen 
major operations and having operated from 25 different DX entities 
over the past 10 years.  
 
 
The 2015 inductees to the CQ Contest Hall of Fame are:  
 
Doug Grant, K1DG - is not only a world-class contester, but has 
not hesitated to share his knowledge and skills with others. He has 
built or helped to build several championship contest stations, is a 
founding member of the Yankee Clipper Contest Club, a founding 
director of the World Wide Radio Operators Foundation, is a regular 
instructor at Contest University and has run the Contest Forum at the 
Dayton Hamvention® for the past 20 years. In addition, Doug has 
competed in five World Radiosport Team Championships (WRTCs), 
and has medaled three times.  
 
Ward Silver, N0AX - has been a contester for over four decades 
and has operated from some of the world's top contest stations, 
spanning four continents. A founder of the World Radiosport Team 
Championship (WRTC) competitions in 1990, Ward is currently 
Secretary of the WRTC Sanctioning Committee. He is also president 
of the YASME Foundation, which supports DXpeditions and contest 
operations around the world, QST contesting editor and author of 
Ham Radio for Dummies and Circuitbuilding Do-It-Yourself for 
Dummies.  
 
Formal inductions to the CQ Contest and DX Halls of Fame are 
scheduled for the Dayton Hamvention.® More detailed descriptions 
of inductees will appear in the official announcement in the July 
2015 issue of CQ magazine. 
 
 
 
RFinder - Now works with Facebook! 
 
The RFinder team is pleased to announce a major update on Android 
and iPhone. The next level of Social Repeater directory is now here!  
By downloading the latest version of RFinder, now available in 
Google Play, you get the new functionality... iPhone version is just 
waiting for Apple to release it.  
 
RFinder is now integrated with Facebook. Social settings can be 
found in the RFinder Android’s app menu and in the Settings app 
on iOS devices. Choose how to share your repeater checkins... in 
RFinder, on APRS, and now on Facebook!  
 
If you log in to Facebook from the app, your repeater check-ins will 
be posted to your timeline! Your friends who follow you will now 
see your check-ins on their newsfeed. If you choose to post to 
APRS, you will show up on APRS and if you connect to an 
EchoLink node using the integration with the EchoLink App, your 
posting on APRS will be both local to you and local to the remote 
repeater! Others using RFinder will see your check-ins in the app as 
well.  
 
Search for a repeater you are currently monitoring. Touch the 
repeater in the list and press check in, or touch the EchoLink node 
number to connect with the EchoLink app. It’s that easy. 

 
 
 
In the Settings screen, there are settings for automatic check-in 
timeout and list update frequency, as well as choosing APRS and 
Facebook.  
 
As mentioned, we are integrated with the EchoLink App on Android 
and iPhone/iPad... You can see this on this YouTube video:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aszulunt8WY 
 
Don’t forget to check out our new announcement a few weeks ago 
about Repeater Routing on the Web and RT Systems!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaeRzcnNNdQ 
 
More Info: http://www.rfinder.net/subscribe.php 
Email: W2CYK@rfinder.net 
Dayton: Booth NH246 
Friedrichsafen: Find us at the RSGB or A.R.S. Italy booth 
 
RFinder is the official repeater directory of Radio Amateurs Canada 
RFinder is the official repeater directory app of Radio Society Great 
Britain 
RFinder is the official repeater directory of Amateur Radio Society 
Italy  
 
Stay tuned... More new stuff by Dayton! See you there!  
 
The RFinder Team: 
Bob W2CYK 
Jesse KD2BTQ 
Nick KD2DMH 
Jesse W2EEO 
 
 
 
2017 FM Switch Off in Norway  
 
Ministry of Culture of Norway has announced a national FM-switch 
off, beginning 11 January 2017 to complete the transition to digital 
radio. 
Norway will be the first country in the world to decide upon an 
analogue switch-off for all major radio channels. With DAB and 
digital radio, listeners will be provided with more radio channels and 
greater diversity in content. 
“This is an important day for everyone who loves radio. The 
minister’s decision allows us to concentrate our resources even more 
upon what is most important, namely to create high quality and 
diverse radio-content to our listeners.”  
— Thor Gjermund Eriksen, head of NRK  
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The DAB-coverage in Norway now exceeds FM-coverage. DAB 
provides Norway with 22 national channels, as opposed to five 
channels transmitting nationwide on FM. 
Full Story - http://radio.no/2015/04/norway-to-switch-off-fm-in-
2017/ 
 
 
 
Episode 8 TX Factor now online 
 
Episode 8 of TX Factor is now available for download. 
It features interviews with Don, G3XTT, the editor of PW magazine 
and Dave Stockley, G4ELP, who runs Icom UK. 
There’s a trip round Broadcasting House with help from Jim, 
G4AEH and Jonathan, M5AEO and also a chance to win a FUNcube 
Dongle Pro+ courtesy of its inventor, Howard Long, G6LVB. 
Go to www.txfilms.co.uk/txfactor for full details. 
 
 
FCC to grant amateurs more operating privileges 
 
From the ARRL bulletin of April 29, 2015, the FCC is poised to 
grant amateurs operating privileges on 2200 and 630 meters.  The 
FCC has allocated  a new LF band, 135.7-137.8 kHz to the Amateur 
Service on a secondary basis.    Allocation of this 2.1 kHz segment, 
known as 2200 meters, was in accordance with the Final Acts of the 
2007 World Radio communication Conference (WRC-07).  The 
Commission has also proposed a new secondary 630 meter 
secondary allocation at 472 to 479 kHz to Amateur Radio, 
implementing decisions made at WRC-12.  No Amateur Radio 
operation will be permitted in either band until the FCC on the basis 
of comments, the specific Part 97 rules it must frame to permit 
operation in the new bands.  Amateur Radio would share both 
allocations with unlicensed Part 15 power line carrier (PLC) 
operated by utilities to control the power grid, as well as with other 
users. 
 
 In addition, the FCC has raised secondary Amateur Service 
allocation at 1900 to 2000 kHz to primary, while providing for 
continued use by currently unlicensed commercial fishing vessels of 
radio buoys on the “open sea.” 
 
 England, Canada and Japan already let their Amateur 
operators use the 472 to 479 kHz frequencies.  Canadian hams did 
crossbanding  excercises wit other hams back in February 2015.  The 
Canucks transmitted on 630 meters while receiving on 160 meters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ham Radio Operator Flies Model Tricopter 
 

 
Flies Tricopter at Liberty Field 
Ken Trudeau, Gray Summit, flies his home-built tricopter at Liberty 
Field by radio control. The model aircraft is equipped with a flight 
camera and camcorder that displays and records video of what it 
sees. It can stay in the air from eight to 12 minutes, offering the pilot 
a bird’s-eye view of what is on the ground.  
 
Ham radio operator Ken Trudeau of Gray Summit flies his home-
built tricopter at Liberty Field by remote control. 
 
The tricopter is equipped with a video camera which provides a 
bird’s-eye view of Liberty Field and the Meramec River. 
 
On a recent Saturday, the tricopter took off from the edge of the 
parking lot and circled the park. Once airborne, it flew east over the 
Meramec, which was receding from its recent high water mark of 14 
feet above flood level. 
 
The tricopter then slowly made its return to the Liberty Field parking 
lot, easing over the nearby industrial park. Each flight lasts between 
eight and 12 minutes. 
 
Trudeau built the model flyer with parts that cost approximately $25 
and electronics that cost more than $350. It carries a flight camera 
and GoPro camcorder which films and records video of what is seen 
below. 
 
The GoPro camera, which is small and light enough to fly on the 18-
inch body of the tricopter, films in high-definition and offers a 
smooth playback. 
 
Trudeau became a ham radio operator, KDØPJF, about eight years 
ago in order to fly the radio-controlled tricopter. 
 
Wearing remote display goggles which are much more costly than 
the flying model, the ground pilot can see everything the camcorder 
sees from the air and records the images for later viewing on a 
computer. 
 
The goggles on screen display also show Trudeau the height above 
the ground, radio signal strength in percentages, speed, time in the 
air and azimuth, which positions the model in relation to the pilot on 
the ground. 
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The frequency for the video was 2.4Ghz and the long-distance 
frequency for control of the model was on 433 Mhz. 
 
Trudeau has been asked to fly over farmers’ fields after heavy water 
and over hills after a burn to check for damage. 
 
As a licensed ham, he can’t charge for his services, but finds himself 
pressed into demonstrations or instructions, like the recent Boy 
Scout Camporee in St. Louis, where he and other members of the 
Mississippi Valley Soaring Club demonstrated how to build model 
sail planes. 
 
With the ham license, the flyer is expected to keep his radio-
controlled model in sight at all times. 
 
“That’s why I like to fly here at Liberty Field,” Trudeau said. “The 
tricopter can be out over the river and I still see it. I stay away from 
the city where it might alarm people to see something flying 
overhead.” 
 
In the early days of flying radio-controlled model aircraft, the 
operator was required to have a spotter to keep his or her eyes on the 
model. Now it’s a solitary sport unless you happen to encounter 
curious spectators or fellow hams as Trudeau did April 11. 
 
“My passion has always been my model planes and aerial 
photography,” he said. “It was nice to share it with local radio club 
members.” 
 
 

New Entry Level Licence for Germany? 

Representatives of the Amateur Radio Round Table (RTA) met with 
officials from the Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital 
Infrastructure (BMVI) to discuss a new entry licence level during a 
six hour meeting. 

Because of the Federal Government's proposed 2018 fee schedule, 
there is a need to alter the Amateur Radio Act (AFuG). The RTA 
hope to use this opportunity to introduce some changes to the act.  

In total, more than 30 different modifications or amendments have 
been proposed. 

DARC members can access further information - 
http://www.darc.de/aktuelles/vorstandsinformationen 

Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (DARC) in Google English - 
http://tinyurl.com/GermanyDARC 

 

Ham radio numbers fall in Germany 

In 2014 the number of German radio amateurs fell for the 5th 
successive year  

The Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (DARC) report that on 31 
December 2014 there were a total of 67,468 licences of which 
60,019 were Class A (CEPT Class 1) and 7,449 were Class E (CEPT 
Novice). 

Amateur licence total as of 31 December in each year 

·  2014 - 67,468 

·  2013 - 68,191 

·  2012 - 70,446 

·  2011 - 71,659 

·  2010 - 72,293 

The DARC say the number of DN call signs assigned for training 
young people has been increasing:  

·  2014 - 2925 

·  2013 - 2711 

·  2012 - 2528 

·  2011 - 2353 

·  2010 - 2126 

The number of exam candidates were: 

·  2014 - 991 

·  2013 - 909 

·  2012 - 804 

Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (DARC) in Google English - 
http://tinyurl.com/GermanyDARC 

 

Surprise Decrease in Australian Ham Licence Renewal Fees 

 

The annual Amateur / Ham Radio licence fee in Australia has 
decreased from AUS$74 to AUS$51 from April 2015, returning the 
price to levels seen 20 years ago. 

The Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) told 
the WIA that, “as part of the introduction of a new licensing system 
this year, the ACMA has reviewed the charging component of its 
fees for renewal of licences. From 5 April 2015, the ACMA reduced 
the fee for renewal of amateur licences.” 

However, while renewal fees have dropped, the ACMA’s fee for the 
issue of a new licence has increased to AUD$75, an increase of one 
dollar on the fee that prevailed over the previous year. 

The WIA said that, while to some people this may seem a 
comparative disincentive to new licensees, there is essentially no 
change to the situation that has prevailed to date. 
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WIA - http://www.wia.org.au/newsevents/news/2015/20150422-
2/index.php 

 

New Award Scheme for Portable Operators 

The Amateur Radio Portable Operators Club (ARPOC) have 
unveiled a new award scheme encouraging operators to get out and 
about. 

 
“We hope that the award scheme encourages operators to get out in 
the fresh air with their radio equipment and enjoy the benefits that 
portable operating can bring as well as help with promoting the 
hobby to the public.”  
— Matthew Payne, M0LMK, ARPOC  

Any licensed operator can take part in the award scheme and 
individuals can apply for and claim their personalised award 
certificates online. Downloadable certificates cost £2.00 each or are 
free for full members of ARPOC which costs just £5 a year. Funds 
raised from the award scheme go towards ensuring the scheme can 
be continued for many years to come.  

There are a number of different award certificates that can be gained 
each with their own challenges. These include awards such as: 

·  Life’s A Beach 

·  Portable Professional 

·  Lighthouse Lurker 

·  Operating Within Tent 

While many licence holders have shacks at home and associated 
QRM issues, ARPOC want to encourage members to get out and 
about and experience the joys of operating a portable station away 
from the noise. 

 

The names of the awards themselves hint towards what situations 
and locations the members will experience when they work towards 
these certificates. For instance, a few trips to the seaside will be 
needed for the Life’s A Beach award, while members will have to 
travel to five other countries if they opt to work towards their 
European Sun Seeker award. This award tasks members with 
operating a station from two different beaches that are in no less than 
five different European countries. Operators will also need to 
complete a standard exchange with at least one station at each 
location. 

Once members have successfully completed their tasks, they can 
apply for the awards they have worked towards. All of these new 
ARPOC awards are available to download. That means these prized 
certificates can be downloaded and printed off quickly and easily, 
ensuring members are able to enjoy them almost immediately. 

ARPOC - http://www.arpoc.org 

 

Australian Balloon Circumnavigates the Globe 

 

Launched in Victoria Australia on Easter Monday (6 April 2015), 
the foil party-type balloon PS-41 has achieved the longest range in 
project Picospace and circled the globe. 

The latest solar powered helium filled balloon PS-41 launched by 
Andy Nguyen VK3YT on 6 April 2015, has an HF payload, 
transmitting 25mW on the 30m and 20m bands, sending WSPR 
spots and JT9 telemetry. 

"PS-41 crossed 144.903 degree longitude (0120 UTC Thursday 
April 16) which it started from more than 10 days ago, marking a 
complete round trip around the globe. said Andy Nguyen VK3YT 

"Thanks to everyone for assistance with tracking and providing 
encouragement for the project, the trip would not have been possible 
without you." 

Earlier its sister balloon PS-30 went down on 16 January 2015 in 
suspected poor weather off the east coast of Africa near Madagascar. 

The high-altitude balloon PS-41 took a path over Tasmania, then 
south of New Zealand, the southern tip of South America, directly 
over the South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands, well south of 
Africa, and back across to Australia. 

While south of Tasmania, it abruptly changed course like a petulant 
child to be on a southerly track, but it has encircled the globe. 

Another balloon PS-42 made its way to the Southern Pacific 
between New Zealand and South America. 

Andy Nguyen VK3YT said: "PS-41 and PS-42 are still in the air, 
and will continue to be tracked in the coming days." 

These have been extensively via JT9 by a network in VK, ZL, South 
America and South Africa, and Ireland. WSPR spots have as 
received all over the world. 

How much longer the pico balloons can stay afloat in for anyone to 
guess - but we congratulate Andy VK3YT, his team and the trackers 
as near-space exploration continues.  
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Amateur Radio Society Italy partners with RFinder! 
 
Amateur Radio Society Italy and RFinder are pleased to announce 
a new business partnership agreement effective from 29 April, 2015. 
 
A.R.S. Italy will be responsible for maintaining the very latest IT 
repeater data for RFinder - The World Wide Repeater Directory. 
Italian Amateurs who subscribe will have access to the entire world's 
directory while supporting A.R.S. Italy. 
 
RFinder is a steadily growing worldwide repeater directory which 
has over 50.000 repeaters in over 170 countries. Annual ~€9 
subscription to RFinder provides access to repeater data through its 
collections of Apps on Android and iPhone, RadioBuddy on iPhone, 
web, RT Systems and CHIRP radio programmers. RFinder's new 
feature of repeater routing  
(http://routes.rfinder.net) allows finding of repeaters over routes 
worldwide. 

 
 

 
 
One subscription, access to repeater data worldwide, from any 
computing device on Windows, Mac, Linux, Android, iPhone and 
popular GPS systems. Realtime radio programming on Android and 

iPhone is provided by the open source RFinderPi, which is based on 
the Raspberry Pi. RFinder is tightly integrated with EchoLink both 
on Android and iPhone, providing one-click connection to repeaters 
worldwide from the directory! 
 
The RFinder team is honored to be A.R.S Italy's partner, providing 
the very latest repeater information and directory technology for the 
Radio Amateurs of Italy. We look forward to working with A.R.S. 
Italy to make the directory even better for Italian hams.  
"Italy is the birthplace of Marconi, the father of radio and we are 
excited to be a part of radio in Italy," says Bob Greenberg, 
W2CYK , creator of RFinder - The World Wide Repeater Directory. 
 
A.R.S. Italy is the fastest growing Radio Society in Italy. 
For more information visit  
http://www.rfinder.net/subscribe.php 
 
 
 
 

History 
 
BP-3 Polish WWII Spy Radio Set 
 

  
BP-3 Polish WWII Spy Radio Set  
The BP-3 was a valve-based spy radio transceiver, developed during 
WWII by Tadeusz Heftman of the Polish Military Wireless Unit 
(Polski Wojskowy Warsztat Radiowy) in Stanmore (UK) [1]. It was 
introduced in 1943 and was intended for use by Agents and 
Resistance Organisations in Europe.   
The ‘B’-series of radio sets (from 1943 onwards: 
‘BP’) were produced alongside the ‘A’-series 
and featured increased power output. The sets 
were housed in a black wrinkle-finished metal 
box with a lid, and were labelled in Polish or 
English. The BP-3 covers 2-8 MHz and is built 
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around 6 valves, all of which are mounted 
internally. It the field it was powered by a 12V 
DC converter with rotary transformer, but it 
could also be powered by the external 120/220V 
AC Power Supply Unit (PSU) that was 
connected to the 5-pin socket on the front panel, 
just like on the other ‘BP’ models. 
 
The BP-3 measures just 28 x 21 x 9.5 cm and weights no more than 
4 kg. It uses a long wire or dipole antenna and comes with a set of 
accessories, such as power cables, crystals, antenna and counterpoise 
wires, external morse key, a mains power supply unit (PSU) and a 
12V DC converter. The transmitter produces an output power of 50 
Watts in CW, which is more than its much larger and havier British 
counterpart the B2. Apart from the Polish Resistance in occupied 
Europe, the BP-3 was also used by the SOE (both in Europe and 
Asia), and the French, Czech and Yugoslavian Resistance. For a 
long time, the Polish spy radio sets were superior to their British 
counterparts. The BP-3 was followed by theBP-4, which had a 
different frequency range (4-16MHz) and finally in 1944 by the BP-
5, which covered the same 2-8 MHz but had a built-in AM (voice) 
modulator. 
Read Full Article  : Link 
 
 

New Gear 
 
I’m seeing several new low power dual band mobiles on eBay lately 
so I picked one to Show here. 
 

 
VV-898 Dual-Band 136-174/400-470MHz 10W Car Mobile Two-
way Ham Radio Transceiver  
With Free Programming Cable & Fast US Shipment 
 
Wide/Narrow Band:   25kHz/12.5kHz   
Brand:     LeiXen, LX 
High/Low TX Power Selectable:  4W/10W   
Model:    VV-898 
Spurious response:   75dB   
Frequency Band(s):  136-174/400-470MHz, VHF, UHF 
Audio power output:   4.0W/8�    
Number of Channels:   199 Channels 
Frequency Stability:   ± 2.5ppm   
Channel step:   2.5K/5K/6.25K /10K/12.5K/25K 
 

 
 
 
Description 
 
LX VV-898 VHF/UHF 136-174/400-470MHz Dual Band Mobile 
Car Radio 10W DTMF scramble PTTID  Transceiver 
 
Functions: 
 
 
1.  Dual band: 136-174MHz/400-470MHz/245MHz(Receive only) 
2.  Dual Reception/Dual Display 
3.  Voice Companding and Scrambler 
4.  Multi silent mode (QT/QTADT/QTXDT)       107 groups DCS/58 
groups CTCSS (PL) Tone 
5.  DTMF encoding and DTMF decoding 
6.  PTT ID� Voice broadcast PTT ID�  
7.  All calls, group calls and selective calls 
8.  Monitor, RX Inhibit, RXTX Inhibit and Emergency Alarm 
9.  FM Radio� 87.5MHz-108MHz�  
10. Scan/Scan add 
11. Channel name edit available 
12. 199 memory channels 
13. High/Low power(10W/4W) 
14. APO(Auto Power Off) 
15. TOT(Time-out timer) 
16. Font Set(Big/Small) 
17. VOX(Level adjustable) 
18. Busy channel lockout 
19. Keyboard lock (Auto/Manual) 
20. Multi scan mode (TO/CO) 
21. Channel steps (2.5K/5K/6.25K/10K/12.5K/25K) 
22. Wide/Narrow band selection (25KHz/12.5KHz) 
23. TX Stop   
24. Talk Around 
25. Beat frequency 
26. Reverse frequency function 
27. 1750Hz burst tone 
28. Four key programmable 
29. Lease Function(can program lease time of the radio at a exact 
time 
30.  Input frequency by using Keypad 
31. Wireless changing frequency 
32.  Timepiece  
33. PC software disable frequency input 
34.  Passwords for menu functions Set 
35.  PTT Times per Minutes Set 
36.  All/Function reset 
37.  13.8V DC Power Supply 
38.  Size: 120*85*40mm 
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Band VV-898 Dual Band 

Frequency Range 
400-470MHz, 136-
174MHz 

Channel Capacity 199CH 

Output Power 4W/10W 

Operation Mode Simplex 

Dimension 120x90x40mm 

Weight 315g 

Modulation Limitation  � ±5KHz 

Spurious Radiation 60dB 

TX Current 1A/1.8A 

Frequency Stability ±2.5PPm 

Rx Sensitivity ��� � 0.18� V 

Modulation Type F3E 

Audio Power �  400mW 

Standby Current 
78mA��� � Power Saving 
mode is 30mA��� �  

 
 

 
Package: 
 
1x Mobile transceiver LX VV-898    
1x DC Power Cable 
1x Bracket 
1X Bracket Screw 
1x User Manual 
1x Programming Cable 
 
Price: 
From Hong Kong $129.50 
US $130.50 - $131.95 
 
Sounds pretty good BUT… too good to be true? 
 
 

 

Ham Software 
 

 

 
 
http://www.zoiper.com/en 
 
Zoiper softphones  
run on a multitude of different platforms.  
No matter if you are using mac, linux or windows, iPhone, android 
or a browser, we got a solution for all. (and we are working hard on 
adding even more) 
 
Unified VoIP communications 
Ignore the buzzword above, it just means we do Audio, Video, Fax, 
Presence and instant messaging. All from one intuitive interface. 
 
Small footprint 
Zoiper does not rely on Java, Flash or .NET but is written in 
oldsk00l C/C++ and assembly. This results in low memory and cpu 
usage and makes for quality audio even on older hardware. 
 
Free or Cheap calls with ANY voip providers! 
Zoiper is compatible with most voip service providers and PBX's. 
Enjoy free calls between Zoiper users or combine our dialers with 
your favorite provider for the cheapest calls.  
 
Combine multiple providers for the cheapest route to every 
destination. 
 

 
The best part!  
It works on Allstar systems if set up and approved by the Trustee. 
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ARRL School Club Roundup Contest Log 1.2 is Now 
Available! 
 
The School Club Roundup folks are implementing rule changes 
for October's SCR event including: 
 
- Stations may be worked once per band and mode instead of just 
once per mode. 
 
-  CW will be counted as a separate mode from digital. 
 
In addition to upgrading the software for these rule changes, I've 
also added an optional Name field.  Please be sure to upgrade to 1.2 
before October's SCR so you don't leave any student's CQs 
unanswered! 
 
The ARRL School Club Roundup software is absolutely free for 
everyone!  Please enjoy it (individuals can operate SCR too) and 
share it anyone who may be interested.  You'll find the software 
here: 
 
http://www.n3fjp.com/schoolclubru.html 
 
And if you have an interest in working with your local school to get 
students in your community involved in Ootober's SCR, I really 
encourage you to pursue it.  There is no doubt it will be fun and 
rewarding for you and everyone involved! 
 
Italian A.R.I. International DX Contest Log Now Available! 
 
Just in time for tomorrow's Italian A.R.I. International DX Contest, 
this program includes all the features you've come to expect in 
N3FJP Software including dupe checking, scoring, DX spotting, rig 
interface, super check partial, sending CW, Cabrillo output, etc. 
Best of all, you'll likely find it very easy and intuitive to use! 
 
Just completed late yesterday afternoon, this program is literally hot 
of the presses. I had planned to complete this program sooner, but it 
required more extensive modifications under the hood that took 
longer than planned.  As a result, I haven't had the opportunity to 
test this program quite as extensively before release as usual, but I 
will certainly correct anything that comes to light promptly. 
 
As always, additional programs I add to the N3FJP Software 
Package are free to N3FJP Software Package users. Just e-mail 
Kimberly and me direct and we will send you a password for this 
new program! 
 
You'll find the Italian A.R.I. International DX Contest Log 1.0 
here: 
 
http://www.n3fjp.com/italian.html 
 
 

 
North Dakota QSO Party Contest Log 1.0 is Now Available! 
 
Programs for both in state and out of state users for the North 
Dakota QSO Party are now available! As always, these additional 
programs are free to N3FJP Software Package users! Just enter the 
state QSO party password we sent with your package list and you 
will be all set! 
 
You can download the new programs here:  
http://www.n3fjp.com/stateqsoparty.html 
 
Enjoy! 
 
 

BUY, SELL, or SWAP 
 
 
 
 

Hamfests & Events 
 
06/12/2015 | West Gulf Division Convention (Ham-Com)  
Location: Irving, TX 
Type: ARRL Convention 
Sponsor: Plano ARC, Dallas ARC, & Irving ARC 
Website: http://www.hamcom.org 
 
07/18/2015 | Tidelands Hamfest  
Location: Texas City, TX 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Tidelands Amateur Radio Society 
Website: http://tidelands.org 
 
08/07/2015 | South Texas Section Convention (Austin 
Summerfest 2015)  
Location: Austin, TX 
Type: ARRL Convention 
Sponsor: Austin ARC and Texas VHF-FM Society 
Website: http://www.austinsummerfest.org 
10/31/2015 | South Texas Hamfest  
Location: Aransas Pass, TX 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: South Texas Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://www.southtexashamfest.org 
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NFLARC Weather Nets  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NFLARC Weather Net Frequencies: 
·  Corsicana - 2M (145.290 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Corsicana - 440 (442.925 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Buffalo - 2M (147.280 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Franklin - 2M (146.960 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Hillsboro - 2M (146.780 - with a tone of 123.0) 
·  Fairfield - 2M (145.110 * with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Lindale - 2M (145.600 simplex with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Mexia - 2M (145.39 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Simplex Frequency - 146.500 MHz 
·  Echolink - KD5OXM-L 

 
 

NFLARC Weekly Information Net 
 
Net meets every Wednesday night at 9:00 PM local time 
·  The Linked Repeaters at 

·  Corsicana - 2M (145.290 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Corsicana - 440 (442.925 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Buffalo - 2M (147.280 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Franklin - 2M (146.960 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Hillsboro - 2M (146.780 - with a tone of 123.0) 
·  Fairfield * 2M (145.110 * with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Lindale * 2M (145.600 simplex with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Mexia * 2M (145.39 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Echolink * KD5OXM-L 

 
·  We an be Monitored via 

·  http://nflarc.org/radio.html 
·  http://www.radioreference.com  

·  (Central Texas Amateur Repeaters) 
 
 

Net Control Schedule 
 
·  April 

·  01 Wil / Rebekah 
·  08 Michael 
·  15 Rebekah / Wil 
·  22 Wil / Rebekah 
·  29 Kim / Michael 

·  May 
·  06 Rebekah / Wil 
·  13 Wil / Rebekah 
·  20 Michael / Doug 
·  27 Kim / Michael 

·  June 

·  03 Rebekah / Wil 
·  10 Wil / Rebekah 
·  17 Michael / Doug 
·  24 Kim / Michael 

·  July 
·  01 Rebekah / Wil 
·   

 
If you would like to learn or practice being net control, contact us 
here http://nflarc.org/email.html 
 
 
 

NFLARC Scheduled Club Meetings   
 
 
June 13, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
July 11, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
August 8, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
September 12, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
October 10, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
November 14, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
December 12, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 

 
 

Other Area Nets 
 

·  HF 
·  10 mtrs Tues 8:00p 28.437 + or – W5DXS net 
·  40 mtrs M-Sat 10:00-noon 1:00-2:00p Sat 10:00a-noon 7.290 
·  80 mtrs 24/7 6:30p SW Traffic Net 3.873 
·  80 mtrs 24/7 8:00p-9:00 Gulf Coast Hurricane Net 3.935 

 
·  U/VHF 

·  Daily- 
·  4:00 a -an informal net on 146.580 Simplex every morning, 

Come and visit with the bunch! 
·  Mon-           

·  7:00p 146.82 and Waco area 146.660 linked Temple ARC  
·  8:00p 145.150 Hotarc Bakers Dozen Training net (WX Net) 

·  Tue-            
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·  7:00p -147.180  Bosque County ARC Round Table Net 
·  7:30p  147.180  Pink HAMster net 
·  7:30 P. M The 2-meter SSB group is using 144.200 USB on Tuesday 

nights.   
·  8:30p- 147.24 (97.4 tone) Slo-scan Emergency Preparedness Net 
·  9:00p- 147.140, 97.4 SlowScan-ATV Talkabout Net 
·  10:00p  147.360 PL Tone 110.9  Tarlton Area ARC 

·  Weds.          
·  7:30 p.m. W5TSG Emergency Relay Net SIMPLEX . 147.550 All 

checkins during the 7:30 net will have an opportunity to make 
comments on the 8:00 p.m. net 

·  8:00 p.m. W5TSG Traffic and Training Net 147.320 with a tone of + 
123 

·  8:00pm ON THE LAST WEDS. OF THE MONTH ON 145.31 
TONE 123 THE W5TSG TRAFFIC AND TRAINING NET. All 
licensed radio operators are welcome to check in. Bud AD5SK Net 
Control 

·  9:00p- 146.78 Quad County net (NFLARC Linked repeaters) 
·  9:00 PM  Metroplex AMSAT- Arlington ARC Repeater 147.14+, 

110.9 Hz Tone 
·  Thurs.          

·  7:00p   146.78 LWARS Training Net 
·  8:00p   147.14 Central Texas ARC Net (WX Net) 
·  8:00p  145.310, 123.0 Central Texas Amateur Radio Net 

·  Sun.     
·  7:30p     444.00 tone 136.5 and 145.45 tone 88.5 Johnson County 

ARC (Cleburne) 
 
 

AREA CLUB MEETINGS  
  

·  All-Ham Breakfast                 
o Every Sat.9:00am GRIFFS at China Spring Road & Wortham  

Bend Road in China Spring. Come join your fellow hams every 
Saturday morning. 

·  Bosque County ARC             
o  2nd Sat. 6:30pm Johnny’s Café on HWY. 6 In Clifton 
o VEC team there to give a test or upgrade at 5:30 each meeting 

·  Central Texas ARC                
o 1st Tues. 7:00pm Belton EOC 

·  HOTARC                                
o 4th Thurs. 7:00pm W5NCD Workshop 12772 Chapel Rd., 

Lorena 
·  Lake Whitney ARS                 

o 3rd Sat. 10:00am Whitney Fire Department 
·  Temple ARC                           

o 1st Thurs. 7:00pm Western Hills Church of Christ Adams & I-
35, Temple 

·  W5TSG  ARC                         
o 2nd Monday  6:30pm  TSGARC Clubhouse 3292 Speegleville 

Road, Waco 
·  Tarleton Area ARC                 

o 1st Tuesday of each month Stephenville (also a 70cm repeater 
available 444.775 PL tone 88.5) 

·  CCARC - Cedar Creek Amateur Radio Club 
o Second Saturday of each month at the Mabank Cafe, 301 N. 

3rd. Street in Mabank.   
o Their meeting room is a no-smoking area for us all morning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTEST CALENDAR 
 
 
ARPOC & EURAO Spring 2015 QSO Party 
 

  
The Amateur Radio Portable Operators Club (ARPOC) is delighted to announce our 
first joint QSO party in association with The European Radio Amateurs' Organization 
(EURAO). 
 
EURAO hold 4 casual QSO parties per year with each one having a different theme to 
encourage a specific area of the hobby. This spring the theme will be "Have fun, go 
portable". The QSO parties are not a contest, it is just an on air meeting with a few 
simple rules. 
 
You can read more about the QSO party, dates and recommended frequencies over on 
the EURAO website at http://www.eurao.org/en/node/690 
 
For more information about the Amateur Radio Portable Operators Group visit the 
website at http://www.arpoc.org  
 
 

DX News 
 

·  VK9WA Middle Island  - 22 May 
·  Sandro VE7NY informs DxCoffee Readers: !An 

international team of amateur radio operators, Rob N7QT, 
Jared N7SMI, Sandro VE7NY, Adam K7EDX and others, 
... 

·  This weekend: EU PSK DX Contest - 21 May 
·  The 12th EU PSK DX contest will be taking place from 

Saturday, 1200 UTC until Sunday, 1200 UTC. The 
objective of the contest is to establish as many c... 

·  SV2/YL7A Mount Athos [Canceled] - 21 May 
·  21 May 2015 From SV2/YL7A Web Page: “Latest info 

from the team: May 21, 2015 07:27 GMT: Operation 
cancelled. The team is returning home” http://www.lr... 

·  ID8/IQ8HP Mantineo Rock EU-144 - 20 May 
·  As some of IOTA chasers may know, something has 

recently changed for EU-144: due to erosion and sediment 
transport phenomena, Dino island is failing I... 

·  ZA/OU2I Albania  - 20 May 
·  Henning OZ1BII informs DxCoffee Readers: “Hi I am 

going to Albania next week and bring along my Elecraft K3 
radio and some simple antennas. With the h... 

·  A35V & A35X Tonga with Special Mentions BCA - 
19 May 

·  Chris GM3WOJ aka A35V and Keith GM4YXI aka A35X 
with Special Mentions – Best Communication Award 2014 
A35V & A35X Chris and Keith, Saturday 16th May, ... 

·  Propagation and Radio Science Now Available as E-
Book - 19 May 

·    Propagation and Radio Science Now Available as E-Book 
ARRL’s new book, Propagation and Radio Science by Eric 
Nichols, KL7AJ, is now available as an ... 



June 2015 ISSUE                                                                                                  WWW.NFLARC.ORG 

Page 18 

·  The FT4TA team leader with Special Mentions BCA 
- 18 May 

·  Seb F5UFX (Team Leader FT4TA) with Special Mentions 
– Best Communication Award 2014. See also: Article 2014 
Edition  Rules  DX University™ is sponsor ... 

·  My 2015 Dayton Hamvention Report… - 18 May 
·  My 2015 Dayton Hamvention Report… by Paul N6PSE 

https://n6pse.wordpress.com/ I had not planned to attend 
the 2015 Dayton Hamvention this year, however... 

·  J79JA & J79RZ Dominica - 18 May 
·  Ken JA8CDG as J79JA and  Toshi JA8RUZ as 

J79RZ Announcement: “I will visit again to J7 from 18 to 
24 May. All HF and 6m if possible CW, RTTY and SSB 
E... 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Amateur Satellite 

 
  

 
Fox-1 Operating Guide is available 

 
 
AMSAT's Director of Field Operations, Patrick Stoddard, 
WD9EWK, invites you to view and download the 'Fox-1 Operating 
Guide' which was released at the 2015 Dayton Hamvention.  
 
This color PDF file is designed to print double-sided. Two different 
resolution versions are available: 
• Low resolution PDF suitable for on-screen display (~400 KB size) 
• High resolution, press quality PDF for hard-copy printing (~2 MB 
size) 
 
To access these files visit the AMSAT web and follow the path: 
http://www.amsat.org --> Satellite Info --> Station and Operating 
Hints. 
 
The direct link is http://www.amsat.org/?page_id=2144 where you'll 
find the link to the Guide. 
 
AMSAT FieldOps Team 
 

 

FUNcube-1 Transmitting Again 

 

FUNcube-1 (AO-73)has restarted transmitting telemetry after a 
restart took place over Europe. 

The CubeSat had stopped transmitting at around on Wednesday 15 
April 2015. 

The Technical team are still investigating the situation, but have 
concluded from earlier telemetry analysis that it was safe to switch 
back to nominal operations. 

During the FUNcube-1 pass over The Netherlands, Wouter 
PA3WEG commanded it back to nominal mode with full automatic 
mode switching. 

At this time, there is no reason to believe this event was dangerous 
to the spacecraft, all systems were nominal and the battery is nearly 
full. 

Dashboard App - http://funcube.org.uk/working-
documents/funcube-telemetry-dashboard/ 

Data Warehouse Archive - http://warehouse.funcube.org.uk/ 

Whole orbit data shows the effect - 
http://warehouse.funcube.org.uk/wod.html?satelliteId=2 

 
 
 
 

LINKS 
 
QRZ now 
http://qrznow.com/ 
 
http://new.dxsummit.fi/#/ 
 

 
http://www.qrz.com/ 
 

 
http://www.repeaterbook.com 
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SILENT KEYS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FYI 
·  NFLARC Club Dues are due every May 
 
 

 
 

Ham Radio Glossary 

G 
 
General-coverage receiver--A receiver used to listen to a wide 
range of frequencies. Most general-coverage receivers tune 
from frequencies below the standard-broadcast band to at least 
30 MHz. These frequencies include the shortwave-broadcast 
bands and the amateur bands from 160 to 10 meters. 
 
Giga -- The metric prefix for 109, or times 1,000,000,000. 
 
Grace period -- The time FCC allows following the expiration 
of an amateur license to renew that license without having to 
retake an examination. Those who hold an expired license may 
not operate an amateur station until the license is reinstated. 
 
Ground connection -- A connection made to the earth for 
electrical safety. This connection can be made inside (to a metal 
cold-water pipe) or outside (to a ground rod). 
 
Ground rod -- A copper or copper-clad steel rod that is driven 
into the earth. A heavy copper wire from the ham shack 
connects all station equipment to the ground rod. 
 
Ground-wave propagation -- The method by which radio 
waves travel along the Earth's surface. 
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President: Doug S - KE5CDK 
Vice President: Rodger W - W5UOK 

Secratary: Rebekah M - K5RCM 
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Director (1yr):  Mary S - KE5FGU 
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Director (3yr):  Michael B - KF5KHS 
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    Ken P K5KCP,  
    Rebekah M - K5RCM 
VE Team 
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    Ken P K5KCP 
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Address Book 
 

·  Staff@nflarc.org - Is sent to pres, vp, sec, tres, & board 
·  members@nflarc.org - Is sent to all members on the 

mailing list 
·  vec@nflarc.org – Is sent to our VEC’s 
·  ve@nflarc.org - Is sent to the VE team 
·  ares@nflarc.org – Is sent to pres, vp, sec, tres, 
·  fd@nflarc.org - Is sent to pres, vp, sec, tres, 
·  ragchew@nflarc.org - is sent to the newsletter editor 

 
 
 
If you have Questions, Comments, Links, Submissions, Corrections,  
Etc. 
Send them to ragchew@nflarc.org 
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