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The NFL Amateur Radio Club  
Meets the second Saturday of each month at 12:00 noon lunch and 
1:00 PM Meeting at the NFLARC clubhouse,  near Dobins Rd & 
CR1020 Corsicana. 

 
 

 
Look for signs of RF activity 

 

License Training Class 
 

TBA 
 
 

 
 

LOCAL NEWS & EVENTS 
 
NFLARC Christmas party   
Will be after a short December meeting 12:00 at the clubhouse. 
Bring a unwrapped kids toy for our toy drive. 
December 13, 2014 
 
Congratulations  
to Nathan KF5VZI & Sarah Crislip for the new arrival of son 
Jackson James (J.J.) Crislip. He arrived 11/07/2014 at 1:11 a.m. 
weighing in at a whopping 6 lbs 11 ozs. I went to see him today & 
he is totally beautiful! His sisters Ella & Katie thinks he's pretty 
special also & think they will probably keep him!! Again 
congratulations to the Crislip family!! 
 

There are Amazon links on our site now 
If you go to Amazon by clicking our link we get .5% on purchases 
made there at no cost from you. 
 
Look for it at nflarc.org And in the forum. 
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Recently received QSL 
 

 
Donald G Snider, Jr 
7465 Beebe Road 
Chincoteague, VA 23336 
USA 
 
 
Notable QSL 
 

 
 
VK2GGC 

 Australia  
 
Girl Guides Callemondah 
C- Steve J Kennedy, 7 James St 
Bassendean, WA 6054 
Australia 
 
 
Updates to our linked repeaters on repeater book listing 

 
Check them out 

·  Lindale 
·  Buffalo 
·  Corsicana 2M 

·  Hillsboro 2M 
·  Franklin 
·  Corsicana 70cm 
·  Fairfield 
·  Palestine 70cm 
·   

 
 
 
 
Another Linked Repeater System in DFW area 
 

The "North Central Texas Connection (NCTC),"  
has been developed by a large group of repeater owners and 
trustees. The link system has been built to cover a large geo-
graphical area of North Central Texas.  
 

 
 
All the repeaters are primarily (440 Mhz.) repeaters that are 
connected to each other with (420 Mhz.) full duplex links. In 
addition to the (RF) connections of the system, there is an 
"EchoLink," connection that can be used from any of the connected 
repeaters.  
 
This system as others was developed so that Amateur Radio 
Operators have a way to communicate around and outside the 
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Dallas/ Ft.Worth metro area sharing technical talk and passing 
drive time. In addition to this, it is also available for Severe 
Weather or Emergency events if the need arises. A lot of long 
hours, money, and effort by the owners and certain operators of the 
system have been put into this project, with that being said; please 
use it with respect so that it can remain an open system.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you, and sharing the "Hobby" of 
Amateur Radio. 
 
Albany: 444.900 [114.8]  
Caddo/Eastland: 444.725 [110.9]  
Decatur: 444.400 [156.7]  
Weatherford: 442.450 [156.7]  
Aledo: 443.200 [110.9]  
Aledo: 223.900 [110.9]  
Hamilton: 147.200 [88.5] |  
Fort Worth: 442.125 [156.7] |  
Arlington: 443.850 [110.9] |  
Dallas: 444.425 [156.7] |  
Plano: 444.175 [110.9] 
Emory: 443.625 [151.4] |  
Paris: 444.500 [114.8] |  
Sulphur Springs: 444.825 [151.4] |  
Bonham: 443.750 [100.0] 
 
EchoLink node - (KA5PQK - R /819618) 
 
http://northcentraltexasconnection.org/ 
 
 

 

World News & Events 
 
Brazil to extend FM broadcast band 
 
Countries including Brazil and China are planning to extend the 
FM broadcast band. 
Brazil intends to extend the FM band down to 76 MHz while 
Beijing is considering a lower limit of 64 MHz. 
Question about FM Band extension in Brazil and elsewhere: On a 
question raised by one of the Forum members, the Brazilian 
regulator ANATEL was contacted, who confirmed the planned 
extension of the FM band down to 76 MHz. This was in fact agreed 
already. It was remarked that there will be a problem with RDS 
then in the range 76-87.5 MHz, with no AF codes being defined for 
that range. With RDS 2.0 this problem could be solved however. It 
was also remarked that China plans to use FM radio down to 64 
MHz, a matter also to be followed up for RDS 2.0. - RDS Forum 
Read the RDS post - http://www.rds.org.uk/2010/2014-Forum-
Meeting.htm 
 
 
 

ARRL Asks FCC to Continue Issuing Hard Copy Licenses to 
Those Who Want Them 
11/06/2014  
In comments filed November 5, the ARRL has recommended that 
the FCC continue to provide paper license documents to Amateur 
Radio licensees who want them. The League’s remarks were in 
response to an FCC Public Notice (in WT Docket 14-161) that 
proposed to cease the routine issuance of hard-copy license 
documents to all Wireless Service licensees, including radio 
amateurs. While having a paper license document from the FCC to 
post on the wall of the ham shack has been a tradition, the 
Commission for several years has considered the “official” 
Amateur Radio license to be the virtual document residing in its 
Universal Licensing System (ULS) database. 
“The FCC is willing to continue to mail paper licenses to those who 
request them,” ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, has 
explained. “However, they are making available to licensees — 
starting right now — the actual license to print via the FCC ULS, 
and it is allowing hams now to opt out of receiving paper licenses 
from the FCC directly.” (See ULS menu image.) 
Under the FCC-proposed process, once a license application is 
granted, the ULS will generate an official electronic license but will 
no longer mail a hard copy license unless notified that the licensee 
wishes to receive an official paper license document. Until new 
procedures are final, however, the Commission will continue to 
print and mail official paper licenses, unless notified to stop. 
“Should the Commission proceed with the Notice proposals,” the 
League said in its comments, “it is ARRL’s strong recommendation 
that the Commission give serious consideration to continuing a 
default provision for sending an initial paper license document to 
new licensees in the Amateur Radio Service, along with detailed, 
simple instructions for how to make the elections set forth in the 
notice relative to future modified or renewed licenses.” 
The ARRL pointed out that not everyone has easy access to, or is 
comfortable using, the ULS and that Amateur Radio licensees may 
occasionally need an official license document — for example, 
when applying for a license upgrade at a VEC exam session or for 
vehicle call sign license plates. 
“If there is not a license printed on distinctive license stock by the 
Commission, authentication issues arise and the possibility of 
electronic alteration of a license document is created,” the League. 
The ARRL also suggested that requiring individuals to go online in 
order to obtain a license document may prove to be a roadblock to 
some applicants. 
“It is not acceptable to erect barriers to entry for anyone to obtain 
an Amateur Radio license or to modify a license,” the League 
commented. “ARRL is concerned that there should be, especially 
for newcomers, an easy, intuitive path to make the election for 
license delivery method that does not involve ULS access at the 
outset.” 
The Notice also proposes, alternatively, that the FCC send the 
official electronic license via e-mail upon grant of an application, if 
the applicant has provided a valid e-mail address on the application 
form. Licensees not wanting to provide an e-mail address could 
obtain an official electronic license document directly from the 
ULS. The Notice further proposes that licensees could notify the 
Commission that they wish to receive or continue receiving official 
authorizations on paper. 
The ULS License Manager online system now includes a setting 
that allows licensees to notify the FCC that they want to receive 
official licenses on paper. Licensees could change the default 
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setting online, so that once an application has been granted, the 
FCC would mail an official paper license. 
The deadline to file comments is November 10. 
 
 
Ex-Ofcom employee now ITU Deputy Secretary-General 
 

 
Malcolm Johnson of the United Kingdom has been elected as the 
ITU’s new Deputy Secretary-General  
 
Wiki records that he has represented UK in several international 
organizations, including the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO), Inmarsat, and the European Space Agency (ESA). He was 
employed at the Telecommunication Regulations Division of the 
European Commission between 1987 and 1992.  
 
Later on, from 1992 to 2003, he was Director of the UK’s 
Radiocommunications Agency. In 2003, Johnson joined the UK 
Office of Communications (Ofcom) at its inception, he was 
International Coordinator with lead responsibility for UK in ITU 
and European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications 
Administrations (CEPT). He remained in this position until 2006.  
 
Malcolm Johnson was elected Director of the Telecommunication 
Standardization Bureau (TSB) of the ITU Standardization Sector 
(ITU-T) by the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2006. He took 
office on January 1, 2007 and was re-elected at the ITU 
Plenipotentiary Conference 2010. 
 
 
The ITU Elects a New Secretary-General  
11/06/2014  

 
At the 19th International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 
Plenipotentiary Conference in Busan, South Korea, member states 
confirmed candidates for the organization’s five elected posts, as 
well as the 12 members of the Radio Regulations Board and the 48 
Members of ITU Council, the administrative body that governs the 
ITU in between quadrennial plenipotentiary conferences. 
Houlin Zhao of China succeeded in his bid to become the next 
Secretary-General of the ITU, after serving for 8 years as Deputy 
Secretary-General. He will succeed Dr Hamadoun Touré, 
HB9EHT, on January 1, 2015. 

Malcolm Johnson of the United Kingdom was elected as the ITU’s 
new Deputy Secretary-General. François Rancy of France was 
confirmed for a second term as the Director of ITU’s 
Radiocommunication Bureau. 
In the ITU election story we should also mention the ITU-D and 
ITU-T Directors. From the ITU news release: 
Brahima Sanou, the incumbent Director of the Telecommunication 
Development Bureau, was unopposed in his bid for a second term 
and was re-elected unanimously. 
Korea’s Chaesub Lee was elected in the first round of balloting for 
the post of Director of ITU’s Telecommunication Standardization 
Bureau (TSB). 
 
 
 
Ham radio DMR celebrates its 10,000th user ID  

 
 
On October 29th, ham radio DMR reached an important milestone 
by adding its 10,000th user ID, making it one of the fastest growing 
digital modes within the ham radio community. 
 
http://www.va3xpr.net/ham-radio-dmr-celebrates-10000-users/ 
 
 
 
Archaic procedures inhibit amateur radio 
 
An article in The Hindu says old policies are hindering the growth 
of Ham Radio in India  
 
The newspaper interviews Executive Vice-Chairman and Director 
of National Institute of Amateur Radio S. Ram Mohan VU2MYH. 
 
In the US, an individual interested in obtaining a license to operate 
amateur radio is granted one in three days, in India after taking the 
test it takes anywhere from six months to a year! 
 
To obtain an Indian license, you have to take a written test which is 
conducted by the Ministry of Communication every alternate 
month in Hyderabad. The list of successful candidates is then sent 
to the Ministry of Home Affairs for antecedent check and gets 
forwarded to the local police station. 
 
One radio ham said “For the local police it is not a priority item so 
the check is done at comfortable time and then the reports take time 
in traveling back to Delhi.” The whole process ends up as an 
agonizing wait.  
 
Hams in Hyderabad suggest the government dispense with the 
present cumbersome practice and instead go in for an online 
examination. “Online enrollments and online examination with 
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results immediately mailed to police wing concerned for 
verification can indeed hasten up the license process,” agrees S. 
Ram Mohan. 
 
Read the full story at  
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/old-policies-
hindering-growth-of-ham-radio/article6567774.ece 
 
 
 
ARISS ham radio contact with Airdrie Space Science Club, 
Airdrie, Alberta, Canada 

 
 
An Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) 
school contact has been planned with participants at Airdrie Space 
Science Club, Airdrie, Alberta, Canada on 08 Nov.  
The event is scheduled to begin at approximately 19:14 UTC.  
The duration of the contact is approximately 9 minutes and 30 
seconds. The contact will be direct between NA1SS and VE6JBJ. 
The contact should be audible over Alberta, Canada and adjacent 
areas. Interested parties are invited to listen in on the 145.80 MHz 
downlink. The contact is expected to be conducted in English. 
The Airdrie Space Science Club (ASSC) is a community-based 
program in its fifth year. In conjunction with the Calgary Rocketry 
Association and the Calgary chapter of the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada, its primary goal is to provide space-related 
activities for 10-14 year old youth. These activities fall under a 
number of categories: 
Rocket building- depending upon the experience and abilities of the 
member, they will build model rockets at each monthly meeting. 
With the assistance of members of the Calgary Rocketry 
Association, club members will develop their construction skills on 
a variety of projects of varying skill levels. Members can work 
through projects at their own speed and may even wish to work on 
them at home if they are comfortable. They may also purchase their 
own kits and get help from our CRA mentors at our meetings.  
Launches- Once members have completed their kits, they may 
launch them at the monthly launches held at a local soccer park in 
the parking lot. Even if they are not done a kit, they may come and 
watch other club members or those from the CRA who join us for 
launches.  
Star Parties- In the spring and in the fall, we host a Star Party. The 
evening begins with a presentation in the school followed by an 
opportunity to look through the telescopes that have been set up in 
the Monklands Soccer Park inside the Airdrie City limits. 
Balloon- In May, we will release a High Altitude Helium Balloon 
and follow it until it returns to earth. The balloon carries a tracker 
and cameras that will show what can be seen of the earth from 
approximately 33 km (more than 100 000 feet). This takes place on 
a Saturday morning and lasts for a few hours for those who chase 
the balloon.  
1. What does it smell like inside the ISS and Soyuz? 
2. Would a metal item, like the ISS structure, corrode in space? 
3. With all of the debris floating in space, are you ever worried 

about the station or an astronaut on a spacewalk being hit? 
4. Is there something unexpected that has happened to you in 
space? 
5. What's the temperature inside the station? Do you have a 
furnace? 
6. What time zone do you use on the ISS? 
7. Are space suits adjustable so when you grow in microgravity, it 
doesn't get too small? 
8. How often do you contact your family and friends and how do 
you make contact? 
9. How many personal belongings do you get to bring into space 
with you? 
10. How many people can stay on the ISS at one time? 
11. What is the trickiest thing you have to do up there that is easy to 
do on Earth? 
12. Do you get enough sleep and rest? Is it hard to sleep in space? 
13. What are the latest techniques astronauts are using to keep their 
strength and muscle mass while in space? 
14. What is the best thing about being up there that you wish your 
friends and family could experience too? 
15. If you get a cut in space, does your blood clot the same way? 
16. Are you doing any experiments on the ISS to aid in our journey 
to the Moon and Mars? 
17. What happens if you get a cavity or the flu while in space? 
18. Do you miss seeing changes in weather like a sunny day or a 
snow storm? 
19. What advice do you have for future astronauts? 
20. Were you involved in model rocketry when you were young? 
 
ARISS is an international educational outreach program partnering 
the volunteer support and leadership from AMSAT and IARU 
societies around the world with the ISS space agencies partners: 
NASA, Russian Space Agency, ESA, CNES, JAXA, and CSA. 
ARISS offers an opportunity for students to experience the 
excitement of Amateur Radio by talking directly with 
crewmembers on-board the International Space Station. Teachers, 
parents and communities see, first hand, how Amateur Radio and 
crewmembers on ISS can energize youngsters' interest in science, 
technology, and learning.  
Further information on the ARISS program is available on the 
website http://www.ariss.org/ 
 
 
 
VHF operation in Antarctica  
 
UK Radio amateur operator Cathy Collness M0RTW is taking up 
the post of Radio Communications Officer at the Rothera Research 
Station. 
In 2013 Cathy took the Foundation and Advanced amateur radio 
training courses run by the Chelmsford Amateur Radio Society 
(CARS). 
Cathy describes the VHF communications system at the base on her 
blog - http://passyourmessage.com/2014/09/11/vhf-repeaters-and-
frequencies/ 
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Amateur radio ham receives Nobel Prize 
 
Radio amateur Professor William E. Moerner WN6I has been 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 

 
 
William Moerner, WN6I, of Los Altos, a chemistry professor at 
Stanford University, will share the prestigious award equally with 
two other researchers — Eric Betzig and Stefan Hell — for their 
work in high-resolution microscopy / nanoscopy. 
For many years scientists had believed that an optical microscope 
could never yield better than 0.2 micrometer resolution. The three 
scientists over came that limitation through what the Nobel panel 
called “the development of super-resolved fluorescence 
microscopy.” 
 
Read the Stanford News article -
 http://news.stanford.edu/news/2014/october/moerner-nobel-prize-
100814.html 
 
 
Ham radio operators ready for 'Nilofar' 
 
After their laudatory efforts during cyclone 'Hudhud', amateur radio 
operators (hams) from West Bengal and Hyderabad are on alert and 
ready to roll their services to establish radio communication in case 
their help is sought in the wake of cyclone 'Nilofar' scheduled to hit 
Gujarat Friday. 
 
Cyclone 'Nilofar', which developed over the Arabian Sea, is likely 
to make landfall in Naliya in Kutch district of Gujarat Friday, but 
with a reduced intensity, an India Meteorological Department 
bulletin said Tuesday. 
 
According to S. Ram Mohan, director, National Institute of 
Amateur Radio (NIAR), a Hyderabad-based NGO, five teams - 
two in Bengal and three in Hyderabad - are geared up for any 
deployment requirements in Gujarat. 
 
"Following our work during the recent cyclone Hudhud and earlier 
in the 2001 Gujarat earthquake, our hams know the drill. We are 
already on alert and on standby," Ram Mohan told IANS over the 
phone from Hyderabad. 
 
"We are ready to move if the Gujarat disaster management 
authorities need our help," he said, adding NIAR has written to the 
Prime Minister's Office Tuesday to apprise them of their intent. 
 
Ram Mohan said the teams can be mobilised and embedded with 

relief efforts only upon the request and directions of the central 
government and state disaster management units. 
Read the full story at: 
http://www.daijiworld.com/news/news_disp.asp?n_id=273283 
 
 
 
UK rolls out GPS back-up eLoran  
 
The UK General Lighthouse Authorities (GLA) have announced 
that they have installed a system called eLoran in seven ports 
across Britain. 
The GLA say many critical instruments on ships use Global 
Navigation Satellite Systems, and if they fail the consequences 
could be disastrous. 
The new system, which is ground rather than satellite-based, is 
designed to be used in the event of a GPS failure.Until now, there 
has been no "Plan B" if GPS goes wrong, but the GLA says eLoran 
will be an important tool.The technology was developed during 
World War Two. 
The Long Range Navigation system (Loran) was the brainchild of 
US scientists and was used to guide US Navy warships as battles 
raged in the Pacific.After the war ended, it was updated and 
renamed Loran-C, and adopted by mariners around the world - until 
GPS took over. 
Now though, rebranded as eLoran, its infrastructure has been 
upgraded to make it more accurate and it is making a comeback. 
While GPS transmitters are based in space, eLoran's are based on 
the ground. 
 
The General Lighthouse Authorities have finished installing eLoran 
in seven ports along the east coast of Britain, completing the first 
phase of their roll out. It is now in place in Dover, Sheerness, 
Harwich and Felixstowe, Middleborough, Leith, Humber and 
Aberdeen. 
 
For now, eLoran is being tested for shipping, but it could also play 
a role on land for the vast array of systems that use GPS.  
The US Coast Guard is busy decommissioning the existing eLoran 
infrastructure. And in Europe, the governments of Norway and 
France have said they will cease operations next year. 
GPS jammers are available online from as little as £30, and 
resilience to such attacks is essential for the safety and security of 
shipping and trade. Ships that are fitted with eLoran receivers will 
automatically switch to the system when GPS signals are lost, 
receiving position, navigation and timing (PNT) information which 
will allow them to proceed safely. 
The UK is the first in the world to deploy this technology for 
shipping companies operating both passenger and cargo services, 
with rollout initially approved by the UK Department of Transport 
in 2013. Full operational capability covering all major UK ports is 
expected by 2019. 
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Fundraising for AMSAT-NA, with a difference 

 
Clint Bradford K6LCS  is making donating to AMSAT-NA's Fox 
satellite projects interesting. He is cleaning out his closet of some 
space-related memorabilia, and offering it as incentives to donate. 
 
"I am digging up some cool space-related items and am offering 
them for sale, with 100 percent of the sale price being forwarded 
directly to AMSAT-NA's Fox fund," Clint reports. "Satellite 
supporters will acquire a piece of history, and support future 
satellite projects." 
 
The first items available are USPS commemorative first-day 
covers, celebrating the Soyuz/Apollo missions. Also posted is a 24-
stamp plate block, and an Apollo 11 Tenth Year first-day cover.  
 
Details and contact information at ... 
http://tinyurl.com/FOX-FUNDRAISING 
 
 
 
 

 

HISTORY 
 
History of U.S. amateur licensing 
 
Formation and early history 
Established in 1912, regulation of radio was a result of the U.S. 
Navy's concern about interference to its stations and its desire to be 
able to order radio stations off the air in the event of war.[2] U.S. 
radio broadcasting was first governed by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce (the U.S. Department of Commerce and Labor until 
March 1913), then by the Federal Radio Commission, and finally (in 
1934) by the FCC. The federal government's licensing of amateur 
radio experimenters and operators has evolved considerably over the 
century since the inception of licensing.  
 
 
1912 through 1950 
Cancellation notice of all amateur licenses in World War 2 
Under authority of the Radio Act of 1912, the Department of 
Commerce issued Amateur First Grade and Amateur Second Grade 
operator licenses beginning in December of that year.[3] Amateur 
First Grade required an essay-type examination and five (later ten) 
words per minute code examination before a Radio Inspector at one 
of the Department's field offices. This class of license was renamed 

Amateur Class in 1927 and then Amateur First Class in 1932. 
Amateur Radio licensing in the United States began in mid-
December 1912. 
At first, the Amateur Second Grade license required the applicant to 
certify that he or she was unable to appear at a field office but was 
nevertheless qualified to operate a station. Later, the applicant took 
brief written and code exams before a nearby existing licensee. This 
class of license was renamed Temporary Amateur in 1927. 
The Department of Commerce created a new top-level license in 
1923, the Amateur Extra First Grade, that conveyed extra operating 
privileges. It required a more difficult written examination and a 
code test at twenty words per minute. In 1929, a special license 
endorsement for "unlimited radiotelephone privileges" became 
available in return for passing an examination on radiotelephone 
subjects. This allowed amateurs to upgrade and use reserved 
radiotelephone bands without having to pass a difficult code 
examination. 
From 1912 through 1932, amateur radio operator licenses consisted 
of large and ornate diploma-form certificates. Amateur station 
licenses were separately issued on plainer forms. 
In 1933, the Federal Radio Commission (FRC) reorganized amateur 
operator licenses into Classes A, B and C. Class A conveyed all 
amateur operating privileges, including certain reserved 
radiotelephone bands. Amateur Extra First Grade licensees and 
Amateur First Class licensees with "unlimited radiotelephone" 
endorsements were grandfathered into this class. 
Class B licensees did not have the right to operate on the reserved 
radiotelephone bands. Amateur First Class licensees were 
grandfathered into this class. 
Class C licensees had the same privileges as Class B licensees, but 
took their examinations from other licensees rather than from 
Commission field offices. Because examination requirements were 
somewhat stiffened, Temporary Amateur licensees were not 
grandfathered into this class but had to be licensed anew. 
In addition, that year the FRC began issuing combined operator and 
station licenses in wallet-sized card form. 
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New Gear 
 
Baofeng BF-888S review 
 
The Baofeng BF-888S 430 MHz 5 watt FM handheld transceiver is 
available for the reasonable price of £6:99 plus £2:99 postage from 
Hong Kong  

 
 
Baofeng BF-888S £10 Handheld Reviewed 
A handheld amateur radio transceiver for under a tenner… 
The Baofeng BF-888S has grabbed the headlines recently for being 
available on eBay for under £10. At the time of writing, the price is a 
daft £6.99, plus £3 postage from China – the price of a couple of 
aerial connectors at Maplin. 
If you don’t want to wait weeks for a delivery from overseas, you 
can get a Baofeng BF-888 shipped from the UK for not much more 
(See Baofeng 888 at Amazon.co.uk)  
Here, you’ll find a short review and some information on using this 
70cm radio. 
About the Baofeng BF-888S 
Before we start – note that this radio has some important limitations 
for amateurs: 

·  It only works on the 70cm band 
·  It only has 16 channels 
·  You define these channels by programming the radio from 

a PC 
·  There is no screen, and no menu access to settings such as 

squelch 
·  The price doesn’t include the software programming lead, 

which is pretty much a “must” 
 
Baofeng BF-888S Specs 

Band: 70cm-only 
TX Power: 5 watts 
Frequency Range: 400-470MHz 
Tones: CTCSS and DCS 
Dimensions: 115 x 60 x 30 mm 
Battery Life: Quoted as 8 hours 
 
Using the Baofeng BF-888S 
For its price, and subject to the limitations we’ve outlined, it’s an 
acceptable radio. With only 16 channels and no easy way to change 
anything, you may think that it’s pretty useless and that you’d be 

better off spending an extra £15 to get a Baofeng UV-B6 (2m/70cm, 
plus a screen). That may be true, but if your needs are simple, or 
you’re looking for a backup radio, this could be an option. Here are 
a few possible uses for a radio like the BF-888S: 

·  Accessing or monitoring one or two local 70cm repeaters 
·  Chatting to other amateurs locally on 70cm simplex (using 

dedicated channels) 
·  Use with a service such as RAYNET, where only one or 

two frequencies are required 
·  Use with another type of licence, such as the Business 

Radio (Simple UK) from Ofcom 
The radio comes boxes with a mains charger, belt clip, strap, 
earpiece & mic, battery, small 12 page manual and 11cm SMA 
antenna. Like many other Baofeng radios, it has a panic alarm and 
an LED torch. 
 

 
 
 
Programming the Baofeng BF-888S 
As we’ve mentioned, you need the PC programming lead to be able 
to program in the channels. The 16 preset channels are not part of 
the amateur allocation, and some of pre-programmed frequencies are 
allocated to the UK emergency services, so not channels you’d want 
to transmit on. 
If you own a Baofeng already, you may already have the required 
lead. This is a USB lead with two plugs, one slightly smaller than 
the other. This plugs into the speaker and microphone holes shown 
here: 

 
 
You’ll also need the Baofeng BF-888S Programming Software – At 
the time of writing, this could be found here: 
www.409shop.com/shop_displaynews.php?id=292. It’s a standalone 
EXE that doesn’t require installation. A second EXE is supplied to 
switch between Chinese (default) and English. 
Once installed, start the program, select the right comm port for the 
lead, turn the radio on, and select “Read from Radio” to get the 
channels. 
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Programming is pretty straightforward – The transmit and receive 
frequencies for each channel, the CTCSS or DCS tones, if required, 
Narrow/Wide, and Power. Once set, you can then “Write to Radio” 
Trying to program an unsupported frequency won’t work. Check out 
the error message: 

 
 
You can also tweak the radio’s settings – including squelch, VOX 
mode, voiuce prompts and TX time out. 

 
 
Channel List 
Out of the box, the radio is pre-programmed with 16 frequencies in 
the 450MHz to 470MHz range. Below is a list of what ours had 
preset. 
WARNING: These are not amateur or PMR frequencies. The 
frequencies cannot be used in the UK without the appropriate Ofcom 
licence, and you will therefore need to change the preset channels 
before use! Some of the channels preset are assigned for “Business 
Radio (Police & Fire)” and “Scanning Telemetry” use, so don’t use 
them! 

1. 462.125 (CTCSS 69.3) 
2. 462.225 
3. 462.325 (CTCSS 114.8) 
4. 462.425 (CTCSS 114.8) 
5. 462.525 (CTCSS 114.8) 
6. 462.625 (CTCSS 127.3) 
7. 462.725 (CTCSS 136.5) 

8. 462.825 (CTCSS 162.2) 
9. 462.925 (DCS 025N) 
10. 463.025 (DCS 051N) 
11. 463.125 (DCS 125N) 
12. 463.225 (DCS 155I) 
13. 463.525 (DCS 165I) 
14. 450.225 (DCS 023N) 
15. 460.325 
16. 469.950 (CTCSS 203.5) 

Summary 
It works, it’s fairly durable, and it’s at a silly price. Certainly not for 
everyone, but if you can live with the limitations of 16 70cm 
channels, then this could be a handy addition to your collection. 
  
The BF-888S is advertised by many eBay suppliers such as 
http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/New-Baofeng-BF-888S-Walkie-Talkie-
2-way-Radio-Interphone-UHF-5W-400-470MHz-16CH-
/251662881528 
 
Thanks to 
http://www.essexham.co.uk/news/baofeng-bf-888s-review.html 
and 
 
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2014/november/baofeng_bf_888s
_review.htm#.VFweaclNcrw 
for the review 
 
 
 

 
 

NFLARC Weather Nets  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NFLARC Weather Net Frequencies: 

·  Corsicana - 2M (145.290 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Corsicana - 440 (442.925 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Buffalo - 2M (147.280 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Franklin - 2M (146.960 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Hillsboro - 2M (146.780 - with a tone of 123.0) 
·  Fairfield - 2M (145.110 * with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Lindale - 2M (145.600 simplex with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Mexia - 2M (145.39 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Simplex Frequency - 146.500 MHz 
·  Echolink - KD5OXM-L 
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Ham Software 
 
Two AC Log Corrections for 4.9. 
 
I've made two minor corrections to AC Log 4.9 regarding eQSL 
comments upload formatting and conditions under which you can 
edit your fields displayed. 
 
If you are an eQSL user and downloaded AC Log in the first few 
days of release, you may notice that your eQSL comments upload 
with additional characters surrounding the spaces of the comment 
you typed on the eQSL upload form.   
 
Also, clicking Settings > Edit Fields Displayed requires AC Log to 
be at 100% form size, or your customized settings will not save 
properly.  AC Log checked for the 100% value before allowing the 
customization to proceed, but did not check if the user had 100% 
set, but then customized the height or width manually by dragging 
the edges with his mouse.  
 
I've updated AC Log 4.9 to correct the eQSL comments upload and 
check for customized form sizing before allowing customization.  If 
either of these items are important to you, simply uninstall AC Log 
4.9 from Windows Control Panel and then reinstall 4.9, following 
the upgrade steps here:  
http://www.n3fjp.com/upgradestepsaclog.html 
 
Super Check Partial Update 
 
I've received lots of additional kind words on the new Super Check 
Partial feature following November Sweepstakes and questions 
from folks eager to find out when it will be in the rest of the 
contesting software.  Super Check Partial is already in all the major 
ARRL, CQ, NCJ, etc. contesting programs that are on the website 
now!  I still have to add it to the state QSO party programs, which 
will take a few more weeks, but I'm working hard on it and Lord 
willing, it won't be too long.  Thanks so much for all your kind 
words on the new feature! 
 
Watching Friends / Club Members Contest Progress in Real Time 
 
Contesting is even more fun when you can see how your friends 
and club members are doing in real time!  It's also quite motivating 
as the competitive juices get flowing!   
 
Using the new Web Status Uploader feature that is now in all of my 

software, including AC Log, several folks in our local group and I 
are doing just that!  We've set up a page on our local club site with 
links to each of our individual uploads for real time access.  Each 
individual has two links.  One for their AC Log and one for the 
current contest upload.  To see how we set it up for our local club 
and our November Sweepstakes results, please click here:  
http://www.nemarc.org/memberlogs.html 
 
 
Broadband-Hamnet Expands to Include Yet Another Ham 
Band  
 
Broadband-Hamnet is proud to announce a new firmware release, 
the most recent in a series of advancements that build on the 
Ubiquiti firmware released for the 2.4GHz and 5.8 GHz Ham bands 
earlier this year. 
 
With this BBHN 3.0.0 release, Broadband-Hamnet now includes 
the Ubiquiti M9-series airMAX devices, giving Hams use of the 
900 MHz band for mesh networking. 
 
Among the release's new features is the ability to easily control the 
spectrum utilization of the RF links. 
 
Please visit http://www.Broadband-Hamnet.org for more 
information.  
 
 
Ham Radio Deluxe November update  
 
The HRD team is pleased to announce a new website at 
http://www.ham-radio-deluxe.com. In order to provide easy access 
to information regarding the many features available with Ham 
Radio Deluxe, our website reflects a format that better serves our 
customers. The main features of the software package are broken in 
to sections for easy viewing, as well as quick links to support, 
tutorials, and more.  
 
Further improving communications with customers, the HRD team 
also created a new Twitter page. You can visit the social media 
pages from the easy links on the website, or find us on Twitter 
under the name @HamRadioDeluxe. We also have an official Ham 
Radio Deluxe page – look for us on 
http://www.facebook.com/HamRadioDeluxe. 
 
The HRD team has also released a new open beta for the next 
release of HRD. Build 309 incorporates some minor fixes. 
Registered users have access to this open beta version found on the 
Download page of the website.  
 
As always, HRD is available to “try before you buy” with a FREE 
30-day trial that includes support. Now is the time to try out HRD 
or renew your support package. 
 
Purchase and download Ham Radio Deluxe 6.2 at http://www.ham-
radio-deluxe.com. 
 
HRD Forum: http://forums.hrdsoftwarellc.com 
HRD YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/hrdsoftware 
HRD on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/HamRadioDeluxe 
HRD on Twitter: @HamRadioDeluxe  
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AC Log 4.9, Contest Super Check Partial Update & Great Fun 
With LOTW   
   
Hi All, 
Amateur Contact Log 4.9 is Now Available! 
 
I think you will really enjoy the additional display flexibility and 
other new features built into AC Log 4.9!  Most of the AC Log 4.9 
upgrades are primarily the result of the contesting enhancements 
I've been working on. 
 
It started during CQ WW SSB, when I wanted the spots on the 
band map to be more spread out and reflect the range of actual 
spots instead of the whole band.  To make the spots easier to see, I 
added an option on the band map form to rescale the display range 
automatically. 
 
Of course, one thing leads to another.  I wanted to be able to 
display the band map to the right of AC Log (or contesting 
program), but still have AC Log fill the screen from top to bottom.  
With AC Log 4.9, when the form is in a normal window state, now 
you can drag an edge and the individual controls will reposition 
after you complete the mouse move. When you close and restart 
AC Log, it will remember your customized dimensions.  It is still 
best to start by choosing a form size close to the size you want AC 
Log to use by clicking Settings > Appearance > Form Size.  Then 
customize it to your preference.  The controls won't reposition if 
you maximize the form, so if you want AC Log to take the whole 
screen, click Settings > Appearance > Form Size and enter 100 as 
always. 
 
Other AC Log 4.9 enhancements include: 
 
- Option to display the band map automatically on start up (you can 
still display the band map at any time by pressing Ctrl E). 
 
- Pressing Ctrl W displays the CW setup form as always, but now, 
you can also press Ctrl > Shift W to display a tiny version of the 
form showing your F key strings. This form can optionally be set to 
display on start up as well.  You can click on the buttons to send 
CW directly from the mini form. 
 
- Clicking on the dialogue label when it says "Watch List Spot:" 
will tune your rig to the spot frequency. 
 
- Click Settings > Appearance > Display Bearing as Compass Point 
to show the compass point as you type the call. 
 
- Click Settings > Appearance > Display Distance as Kilometers to 
display the distance in kilometers as you type the call. 
 
- Additional DX Spotting filtering option to block spotted DX 
entities where you have the entity confirmed on both the band and 
mode (CW or PH) of the DX spot. 
 
- eQSL Nickname field added on eQSL download form for eQSL 
users with multiple accounts to be able to download from their 
desired account. (Some 4.8 users already have this feature). 
 

-  To change frequency quickly from the software, press Ctrl F.  A 
form will display (and you can keep it up if you wish - it will float 
on top) that you can use to change bands, modes or enter a specific 
frequency.  You can also set AC Log to show the frequency change 
form on startup from the rig interface form if you like. 
 
As always, upgrades are free to registered users!  If you'd like to 
enjoy these new features, please uninstall your current 4X version 
of AC Log from Windows Control Panel and then install 4.9 (3X 
users should not uninstall the 3X version until after you have 
upgraded).  You'll find the detailed upgrade steps here:  
http://www.n3fjp.com/upgradestepsaclog.html 
 
And Amateur Contact Log 4.9 here: 
http://www.n3fjp.com/aclog.html 
 
 
MacLoggerDX Version 5.56 released 
 
Dog Park Software is pleased to announce that version 5.56 of 
MacLoggerDX has been released.  
 
What's New in this version:  
• Optimized for Yosemite.  
• Icom IC-9100 Split.  
• Update Selected fix for HamQTH.  
• Clusters Prefs added.  
• Skip redundant ADIF Confirmations.  
• ADIF Import/confirm bug fixed.  
 
MacLoggerDX is the Total Mac Ham Radio Assistant and premier 
Mac logger:  
 
Organizing and filtering the spots from your favourite DX Cluster 
for DXing, Contesting or casual rag-chewing.  
 
It supports close to a hundred radios, automatically tuning to the 
spots you are interested in and optionally swinging your beam 
around.  
 
Alerting you to rare contacts or Band Openings and looking up, 
displaying on 2D, 3D and Satellite Maps and logging your contacts 
to a super fast sql database.  
 
MacLoggerDX can also email you when the Bands are open or that 
rare DX is spotted.  
 
Awards Tracking, Band Activity, Schedules, Memories, QSL 
Generation, ADIF import, export, eQSL, LoTW Confirmations and 
much more.  
 
This is a free update for all Version 5 customers and can be 
downloaded from: http://dogparksoftware.com/MacLoggerDX.html 
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ID & BC QSO Party Contest Logs are Now Available & Winter 
Field Day    
 
Just a quick note to let you know that... Idaho and British Columbia 
QSO Party Contest Logs are Now Available! 
 
As always, these programs are free to N3FJP Software Package 
users! Just enter the state QSO party password we sent with your 
package list and you will be all set! 
 
You can download the new programs here: 
http://www.n3fjp.com/stateqsoparty.html 
 
Enjoy! 
 
Winter Field Day Tip! 
 
Since I've added support for SPAR Winter Field Day, I've received 
some entertaining e-mail from folks on their past experiences.  You 
can operate Winter Field Day individually or with a group indoors 
on commercial power if you like, but if your group is planning to 
set up outdoors for the additional bonus points, be sure to select 
your site now, before the ground freezes and drive in any ground 
rods you might need! 
 
73, Scott 
N3FJP 
http://www.n3fjp.com  
 
 
 
November Sweepstakes Contest Log 5.5 Now Available with 
Super Check  
 
 
I have been receiving requests to add a Super Check Partial feature 
to my software, so I've worked up an implementation for the 
November Sweepstakes contest log.  If you are unfamiliar with 
Super Check Partial, the idea is that as you start to type a call, all 
the similar calls of active contesters are displayed, which can help 
you to determine the call you are trying to work.  You'll find lots 
more details on Super Check Partial here:  
http://www.supercheckpartial.com/ 
 
If you'd like to try the new Super Check Partial feature, from 5.5's 
menu options click Settings > Super Check Partial and check the 
check box to enable the feature.  You can either display the data in 
the Possible Duplicates control, or on a separate, floating form that 
you can drag and resize wherever you like! 
 
I am planning to add Super Check Partial to the rest of my 
software, but that will be a big job, so I'd really like to receive your 
feedback on this implementation first.  Please give it a try and let 
me know how it works out for you! 
 
For those of you who always write and encourage me to keep my 
software easy to use as new features are added, don't worry, my 
software looks, displays and functions exactly as it always has by 
default.  You don't have to enable Super Check Partial if you don't 
want to.   
 

As always, upgrades are free to registered users!  Just uninstall the 
existing November Sweepstakes program following these steps: 
http://www.n3fjp.com/upgradestepscontest.html 
 
And then install the latest here: 
http://www.n3fjp.com/novsweeps.html 
 
Enjoy November Sweepstakes, the good band conditions and good 
luck on getting the clean sweep! 
 
A Suggested Screen Layout for Multiple Forms 
 
There are many ways to set up your display and this is just one 
option.  For those of you who are enjoying the new Band Map 
features released in the last upgrades of all my software and now 
the new Super Check Partial feature, both with floating forms, here 
is an easy way to lay out your screen: 
 
-  From the menu options of the November Sweepstakes software, 
click Settings > Appearance > Form Size and enter 90. 
 
-  Close and restart the November Sweepstakes software. 
 
-  With DX Spotting enabled, press Ctrl E to display the Band Map 
 
-  Mouse over the band map, click the Vertical / Horizontal button 
so that it is vertical and then move the Band Map to the top, far 
right. 
 
-  Click Settings > Super Check Partial, enable the feature and 
select the floating form option. 
 
-  When the Super Check Partial form displays, drag the form and 
edges to resize it to fit the bottom of your screen. 
 
Red on the Super Check Partial window indicates possible 
duplicates.  As more characters are typed in the Call field, the 
Super Check Partial list becomes more manageable. 
 
In addition, with a form size less than 100, you can now drag the 
edges of the main form and the controls will reposition 
accordingly,  This approach will not affect the font size, so choose 
a form size close to what you want to begin with.  If you need to 
start over for any reason, enter a value of 100 for the form size to 
clear your manually changed height and width. 
 
Again, for those of you who find this display too busy, want to 
keep things simple and just want to see the main form, that's fine!  
The single, main form will display by default, just as it always has.  
The rest is optional for you to enjoy if you ever decide you want to! 
 
And in response to the questions we always receive when we 
neglect to include the following in our e-mail announcements...     
 
Package Upgrade Information...   
 
If you have registered one or more individual programs and would 
like to upgrade to N3FJP's Software Package or N3FJP's Software 
Package and CD for full use of all our Amateur Radio software, we 
would be glad to apply the amount that you have registered so far 
as a credit towards that purchase. Please send us an e-mail directly 
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and we'll let you know your balance.   
 
N3FJP's Software Package includes approximately 60 programs for 
contesting, net management, general logging and other Amateur 
Radio related applications. In addition to full use of all these 
programs, registered package customers are also entitled to receive 
free passwords for any new software that is added to the package 
and free upgrades to existing programs. You'll find all the details 
on the Register Now page here: 
http://www.n3fjp.com/purchasepackage.html.  
 
 

 
 

BUY, SELL, or SWAP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hamfests & Events 
 
Hamfest/Convention 
01/10/2015 | San Antonio Radio Club Fiesta 
Location: Schertz, TX 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: San Antonio Radio Club 
Website: http://w5sc.org 
 
 
Hamfest/Convention 
01/16/2015 | North Texas Section Convention (Cowtown Hamfest) 
Location: Forest Hill, TX 
Type: ARRL Convention pending Executive Committee approval 
Sponsor: Cowtown Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://cowtownhamfest.com 
 
Hamfest/Convention 
03/07/2015 | 13th Annual Hamfest  
Location: Irving, TX 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Irving Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://irvingarc.org 

 
 
Hamfest/Convention 
03/14/2015 | WC ARC SwapFest  
Location: Georgetown, TX 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Williamson County Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://www.WCARC.com 
 
 
Hamfest/Convention 
03/28/2015 | Texas State Convention (Greater Houston Hamfest) 
Location: Rosenberg, TX 
Type: ARRL Convention 
Sponsor: Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://www.houstonhamfest.org/ 

 

 
 

NFLARC Weekly Information Net 
 
Net meets every Wednesday night at 9:00 PM local time 
·  The Linked Repeaters at 

·  Corsicana - 2M (145.290 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Corsicana - 440 (442.925 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Buffalo - 2M (147.280 + with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Franklin - 2M (146.960 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Hillsboro - 2M (146.780 - with a tone of 123.0) 
·  Fairfield * 2M (145.110 * with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Lindale * 2M (145.600 simplex with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Mexia * 2M (145.39 - with a tone of 146.2) 
·  Echolink * KD5OXM-L 

 
·  We an be Monitored via 

·  http://nflarc.org/radio.html 
·  http://www.radioreference.com  

·  (Central Texas Amateur Repeaters) 
·   

 

 
 

Net Control Schedule 
 
·  November 

·  5 James / Michael 
·  12 Rebekah / Wil 
·  19 Wil / Rebekah 
·  26 Michael / Doug 
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·  December 
·  5 James / Michael 
·  10 Rebekah / Wil 
·  17 Wil / Rebekah 
·  24 Michael / Doug 
·  31 James / Michael 

 
 
If you would like to learn or practice being net control, contact us 
here http://nflarc.org/email.html 
 

 
 

NFLARC Scheduled Club Meetings   
 
 
December 13, 2014 
 
    NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
    NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
January 10, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
February 14, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
March 14, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
April 11, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
May 1, 2015 
NFLARC Dues Time: Untimed event 
 
May 9, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
June 13, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
July 11, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
August 8, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 

 
September 12, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
October 10, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
November 14, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 
December 12, 2015 
NFLARC Lunch Time: 12:00pm - 1:00pm 
NFLARC Meeting Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 
 

 
 

Other Area Nets 
 

·  HF 
·  10 mtrs Tues 8:00p 28.437 + or – W5DXS net 
·  40 mtrs M-Sat 10:00-noon 1:00-2:00p Sat 10:00a-noon 7.290 
·  80 mtrs 24/7 6:30p SW Traffic Net 3.873 
·  80 mtrs 24/7 8:00p-9:00 Gulf Coast Hurricane Net 3.935 

 
·  U/VHF 

·  Mon-           
·  7:00p 146.82 and Waco area 146.660 linked Temple ARC  
·  8:00p 145.150 Hotarc Bakers Dozen Training net (WX Net) 

·  Tue-            
·  7:00p -147.180  BCARC  net 
·  7:30p  147.180  Pink HAMster net 
·  8:30p- 147.24 (97.4 tone) Slo-scan Emergency Preparedness Net 
·  10:00p  147.360 PL Tone 110.9  Tarlton Area ARC 

·  Weds.          
·  9:00p- 146.78 Quad County net (access Hill County repeater) 
·  7:30 p.m. W5TSG Emergency Relay Net SIMPLEX . 147.550 All 

checkins during the 7:30 net will have an opportunity to make 
comments on the 8:00 p.m. net 

·  8:00 p.m. W5TSG Traffic and Training Net 147.320 with a tone of + 
123 

·  8:00pm ON THE LAST WEDS. OF THE MONTH ON 145.31 
TONE 123 THE W5TSG TRAFFIC AND TRAINING NET. All 
licensed radio operators are welcome to check in. Bud AD5SK Net 
Control 

·  Thurs.          
·  7:00p   146.78 LWARS Net 
·  8:00p    147.14 Central Texas ARC Net (WX Net) 

·  Sun.     
·  7:30p     444.00 tone 136.5 and 145.45 tone 88.5 Johnson County 

ARC (Cleburne) 
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AREA CLUB MEETINGS  
  

·  All-Ham Breakfast                 
o Every Sat.9:00am GRIFFS at China Spring Road & Wortham  

Bend Road in China Spring. Come join your fellow hams every 
Saturday morning. 

·  Bosque County ARC             
o  2nd Sat. 6:30pm Johnny’s Café on HWY. 6 In Clifton 
o VEC team there to give a test or upgrade at 5:30 each meeting 

·  Central Texas ARC                
o 1st Tues. 7:00pm Belton EOC 

·  HOTARC                                
o 4th Thurs. 7:00pm W5NCD Workshop 12772 Chapel Rd., 

Lorena 
·  Lake Whitney ARS                 

o 3rd Sat. 10:00am Whitney Fire Department 
·  Temple ARC                           

o 1st Thurs. 7:00pm Western Hills Church of Christ Adams & I-
35, Temple 

·  W5TSG  ARC                         
o 2nd Monday  6:30pm  TSGARC Clubhouse 3292 Speegleville 

Road, Waco 
·  Tarleton Area ARC                 

o 1st Tuesday of each month Stephenville (also a 70cm repeater 
available 444.775 PL tone 88.5) 

 
 

 
 

CONTEST CALENDAR 
 

 
December 2014 
+ ARS Spartan Sprint 0200Z-0400Z, Dec 2 

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 
1300Z-1400Z, Dec 3 and 
  1900Z-2000Z, Dec 3 and 
  0300Z-0400Z, Dec 4 

+ NRAU 10m Activity Contest 

1800Z-1900Z, Dec 4 (CW) and 
  1900Z-2000Z, Dec 4 (SSB) and 
  2000Z-2100Z, Dec 4 (FM) and 
  2100Z-2200Z, Dec 4 (Dig) 

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Dec 5 
+ ARRL 160-Meter Contest 2200Z, Dec 5 to 1600Z, Dec 7 
+ TARA RTTY Melee 0000Z-2400Z, Dec 6 
+ ARRL EME Contest 0000Z, Dec 6 to 2359Z, Dec 7 

+ Wake-Up! QRP Sprint 

0600Z-0629Z, Dec 6 and 
  0630Z-0659Z, Dec 6 and 
  0700Z-0729Z, Dec 6 and 
  0730Z-0800Z, Dec 6 

+ TOPS Activity Contest 1600Z, Dec 6 to 1559Z, Dec 7 
+ Ten-Meter RTTY Contest 0000Z-2400Z, Dec 7 
+ SARL Digital Contest 1300Z-1600Z, Dec 7 
+ CQC Great Colorado Snowshoe Run 2100Z-2259Z, Dec 7 

+ NAQCC CW Sprint 0130Z-0330Z, Dec 10 

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 
1300Z-1400Z, Dec 10 and 
  1900Z-2000Z, Dec 10 and 
  0300Z-0400Z, Dec 11 

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Dec 12 
+ ARRL 10-Meter Contest 0000Z, Dec 13 to 2400Z, Dec 14 
+ NAQCC CW Sprint 0130Z-0330Z, Dec 17 

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 
1300Z-1400Z, Dec 17 and 
  1900Z-2000Z, Dec 17 and 
  0300Z-0400Z, Dec 18 

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Dec 19 
+ AGB-Party Contest 2100Z-2400Z, Dec 19 
+ OK DX RTTY Contest 0000Z-2400Z, Dec 20 
+ Feld Hell Sprint 0000Z-2400Z, Dec 20 
+ Croatian CW Contest 1400Z, Dec 20 to 1400Z, Dec 21 
+ ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW 1800Z-2359Z, Dec 21 
+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0200Z-0400Z, Dec 22 

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 
1300Z-1400Z, Dec 24 and 
  1900Z-2000Z, Dec 24 and 
  0300Z-0400Z, Dec 25 

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 0145Z-0215Z, Dec 26 
+ DARC Christmas Contest 0830Z-1059Z, Dec 26 
+ RAC Winter Contest 0000Z-2359Z, Dec 27 
+ Stew Perry Topband Challenge 1500Z, Dec 27 to 1500Z, Dec 28 
+ RAEM Contest 0000Z-1159Z, Dec 28 

+ CWops Mini-CWT Test 
1300Z-1400Z, Dec 31 and 
  1900Z-2000Z, Dec 31 and 
  0300Z-0400Z, Jan 1 

 
 

 
DX News 
 
IY, Italian special prefix 
Look for special event station IY1EY to be active between 
November 1st and December 31st, from Loano to commemorate 
the experiments conducted by Gugliemo Marconi from his yacht 
'Elettra' in the Ligurian Sea between 1919 and 1936.  
Expect activity on CW and SSB, and on all bands including 
30/17/12m.  
Receive a special QSL card via IK1QBT direct. 
 

 
IOTA News from the  
Deutscher Amateur Radio Club 

 
 

Island activities: 
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IOTA- QRGs 
CW: 28040 24920 21040 18098 14040 10114 7030 3530 kHz 
SSB: 28560 28460 24950 21260 18128 14260 7055 3760 kHz 

AF-016; FR, Reunion Island: Stephane/ F5UOW and Alain/F8FUA 
are due 
to appear from Reunion (DIFO FR-001, WLOTA 1812, FFF-011) 
between 
Oct. 29 and Nov. 20 signing FR/homecalls. QRV on HF in CW, 
SSB, and 
RTTY. QSL via LotW, homecalls (d/B). 

AF-024; S7, Inner Islands: Bigi/DE3BWR and Heli/DD0VR get on 
the air as S79VR from Mahe (WLOTA 3286), Praslin (WLOTA 
2862), and La Dique (WLOTA 3066) between Nov. 3 and 30 
running 500W in SSB and QRP in CW on 20-10m. QSL via 
DD0VR (d/B). 

AF-090; 5R, Madagascar's Coastal Islands East: Eric/F6ICX will be 
active once more holiday-style as 5R8IC from Saint-Marie Island 
between Nov. 3 and December 12 on HF. QSL via F6ICX (d/B), 
LoTW. 

AS-013; 8Q, Maldive Islands: George/KQ8Z/GM0IIO will be active 
as 
8Q7OO from Kuredu Island between the 29th of October and 11th 
of 
November on HF. QSL only direct via GM0IIO. 

AS-200; JA5, Shikoku's Coastal Islands: Taka/JS6ROO and 
Take/JI3DST 
(JS6RRR) plan to get on the air as JS6ROO/5 
(CW/SSB/FM/AM/Digi), 
JS6RRR/5 (SSB/CW), and JI3DST/5 (RTTY/FM) between Nov. and 
3 on 
40-6m. Their exact schedule depends on wx conditions. QSLs via 
bureau, OQRS. 

EU-013; GJ/MJ, Jersey: Rich/M5RIC and Jack/G8DX will be 
active as 
GJ8DX from Jersey (WLOTA 0818) between Oct. 29 and Nov. 4. 
QRV on 
all HF bands in CW, SSB, and RTTY with a focus on WARC. 
Bureau QSLs 
only via OQRS, direct via G8DX, LoTW. 

EU-023; F, Malta group: Klaus/DD1AY will be holidaying on 
Malta 
(WLOTA 1113) between Oct. 31 and Nov. 16. QRV as 9H3GK on 
HF. QSL 
via h/c (d/B), eQSL, LoTW. 

NA-005; VP9, Bermuda Islands: Bill/K2HVN goes on his first 
DXpedition from Nov. 3 to 10 to Bermuda. QRV as VP9/K2HVN 
on 30, 20, and 17m in CW and SSB. QSL via K2HVN (d/B). 

NA-135; XE3, Campeche State group: Bernardo/XE3AGM 
activates Isla 
del Carmen (WLOTA 2191) during November. QRV on 40 and 
15m, mainly 
in SSB. QSL only via direct. 

OC-040; E6, Niue Island: Alan/VK4WR and Graeme/VK4FI get on 
the air 
as E6RQ and E6SG from Alofi/Niue Islands. QRV from Nov. 2 to 9 
on 
40-10m. QSLs only direct via VK4FI. 

SA-061; CE6, La Araucania Region / Los Lagos Region North 
group: 
Mark/LU7CAW and Martin/LU9EFO are going to activate Mocha 
Island 
(WLOTA 0684, DICE ICE-601, CEFF-067) from the 4th to the 10th 
of 
November as CE5/homecalls (dates depending on wx conditions). 
QRV on all HF bands, mainly in SSB. QSL via h/c (d/B). 

IOTA : 
The following activities have been approved for award credit: 
AS-200 (several JA5 stations), AS-201 (TA0/ DF8DX), EU-191 
(YP0F), 
NA-247 (PJ7PK), and OC-294 (VK6ISL). 

 

Compiled by Friedrich, DL4BBH 
Deutscher Amateur Radio Club 
e-mail: iota@dxhf.darc.de 

 

RSGB IOTA website 

 
 

 

LINKS 
 
 
QSO Today Podcast - Episode 15 - Bruce Perens - K6BP  
Bruce Perens, K6BP, is a self described evangelist for amatuer radio. 
As the creator of the Open Source Definition used for the free 
exchange of software code, Bruce has applied this idea to amateur 
radio towards the development of Codec2 and FreeDV, digital 
modulation schemes for HF and VHF. Through his new company, 
Algoram, Bruce hopes to create the ultimate open source handheld 
software defined radio. As an evangelist, Bruce founded No Code 
International, where he successfully eliminated the Morse code 
requirement for amateur radio licenses Worldwide. 
 
Show Notes: http://www.qsotoday.com/podcasts/k6bp 
 
Podcast Link:http://goo.gl/zU4Sg4 
 
iTunes Store: http://goo.gl/CvLNmV 
 
Stitcher: http://goo.gl/uhf1XZ  
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QSO Today Podcast - Episode 14 - Steve Johnston - WD8DAS  
You can still build a beautiful tuna can transmitter, especially if it 
uses vacuum tubes instead of solid state components. Join Eric, 
4Z1UG, in his QSO Today with Steve Johnston, WD8DAS, where 
they discuss Steve’s ham radio journey that includes 
experimentation in the 630 meter band, restoration of Chinese 
military radio gear, and the love of amateur radio.  
 
Show Notes: http://www.qsotoday.com/podcasts/wd8das 
Podcast Link:http://goo.gl/Oo46CG 
iTunes Store: http://goo.gl/CvLNmV 
Stitcher: http://goo.gl/uhf1XZ  
 
 
 
QRZ now 
http://qrznow.com/ 
 
 
 
http://new.dxsummit.fi/#/ 
 
 

 
http://www.qrz.com/ 
 
 

 
http://www.repeaterbook.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SILENT KEYS 

 
Fred Hall, G3NSY  
died at age 83 in Shrewsbury, on 22 October 2014.  He was licensed 
in 1959 and a very keen CW operator, who worked enough countries 
over the years to qualify for an ARRL Honor Roll award. He was a 

member and former Chairman of the Salop Amateur Radio Society, 
based in Shrewsbury. 
 
Fred lost his sight and his right arm in an accident when he was 13 
years old but his perseverance in every aspect of his life was 
inspirational to all who knew him, and he will be sadly missed. 
 
Tribute by Alasdair Campbell, M0UAL, 
Secretary, Salop Amateur Radio Society 
 
 

 
 

FYI 
·  NFLARC Club Dues are due every May 
 
 
 

 

Ham Radio Glossary 

A 
  
Alternating current (ac)  -- Electrical current that flows first in 
one direction in a wire and then in the other. The applied 
voltage is also changing polarity. This direction reversal 
continues at a rate that depends on the frequency of the ac. 
 
Amateur operator -- A person holding a written authorization 
to be the control operator of an amateur station. 
 
Amateur service -- A radio communication service for the 
purpose of self-training, intercommunication and technical 
investigations carried out by amateurs, that is, duly authorized 
persons interested in radio technique solely with a personal aim 
and without pecuniary interest. 
 
Amateur station -- A station licensed in the amateur service, 
including necessary equipment, used for amateur 
communication. 
 
Ammeter -- A test instrument that measures current 
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Ampere (A) -- The basic unit of electrical current. Current is a 
measure of the electron flow through a circuit. If we could count 
electrons, we would find that if there are 6.24 × 1018 electrons 
moving past a point in one second, we have a current of one 
ampere. We abbreviate amperes as amps. (Numbers written as a 
multiple of some power are expressed in exponential notation. 
 
Amplitude modulation (AM)  -- A method of combining an 
information signal and an RF (radio-frequency) carrier. In 
double-sideband voice AM transmission, we use the voice 
information to vary (modulate) the amplitude of an RF carrier. 
Shortwave broadcast stations use this type of AM, as do stations 
in the Standard Broadcast Band (535-1710 kHz). Few amateurs 
use double-sideband voice AM, but a variation, known as single 
sideband, is very popular. 
 
  
 
Antenna -- A device that picks up or sends out radio frequency 
energy. 
 
Antenna switch -- A switch used to connect one transmitter, 
receiver or transceiver to several different antennas. 
 
Antenna tuner -- A device that matches the antenna system 
input impedance to the transmitter, receiver or transceiver 
output impedance. Also called an antenna-matching network, 
impedance-matching network or Transmatch. 
 
Autopatch -- A device that allows repeater users to make 
telephone calls through a repeater. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Making Your First Contact  
 
Watch other hams make contacts to familiarize yourself with the 
process, but don't be afraid to make your first contact. The more 
contacts you make, the more comfortable you will feel. Here are 
some tips. 
 
The phonetic alphabet is helpful when the other station can't 
hear you well or when the operator is not a fluent speaker of 
English. Don’t make up your own phonetics. 
 
A - Alpha    N - November 
B - Bravo    O - Oscar 
C - Charlie    P - Papa 

D - Delta    Q - Quebec 
E - Echo    R - Romeo 
F - Foxtrot    S - Sierra 
G - Golf    T - Tango 
H - Hotel    U - Uniform 
I - India    V - Victor 
J - Juliet    W - Whiskey 
K - Kilo    X - Xray 
L - Lima    Y - Yankee 
M - Mike    Z - Zulu 
 
 
Single Sideband (SSB)- 
 
Your transceiver manual tells you how to properly set up your 
rig for SSB voice operating. Some general rules apply: 
  
 
    Position the microphone about one inch from your lips. Speak 
in a normal tone of voice. 
      
    Select the ALC (Automatic Limiting Control) meter and 
watch it as you speak. If the meter indicates that your voice is 
bouncing it out of the ALC range, you’ll need to find the 
microphone gain control and turn it down or try speaking a little 
softer. A high ALC reading indicates that you are overdriving 
your radio and possibly distorting your signal. 
      
    Hams usually switch their radios from transmit to receive 
(and back) by pressing the Push to Talk (PTT) button on the 
microphone or by using a foot switch. For hand or desk 
microphones, avoid stabbing or punching the switch. Not only 
does this shorten the life of the switch, it can send a loud click at 
the beginning of your transmission. 
      
    Nearly every modern radio has a Voice-Operated Switch 
(VOX). When the VOX is on, the sound of your voice will 
automatically switch the transceiver into the transmit mode.  If 
you must use VOX, speak into the microphone at a normal 
voice level. When you start speaking, the transmitter should 
activate automatically. When you finish speaking, the 
transceiver should return to the receive mode (after a short 
delay). Sometimes the VOX may trigger in response to 
background sounds. If so, look for the VOX Gain control. You 
can adjust this control to eliminate the problem. 
      
    You’ll also find speech processing (or speech compression) 
as a feature on most radios. This is a method of boosting your 
average output power when you’re operating SSB. A speech 
processor takes a normal voice signal, which varies constantly 
as you speak, and processes the signal to minimize fluctuating 
power levels. The result is an SSB signal that has consistent 
power at the highest level possible. Speech processing is good 
when you are operating at low power or with a poor antenna. On 
the other hand, speech processing can distort your signal. If you 
use speech processing, keep the processing level set at medium 
and ask for reports on your signal quality. Turn the level down 
if other operators tell you that your signal is distorted. 
 
Calling and Answering "CQ"-  
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To start a contact, call "CQ" or answer someonecalling CQ. A 
CQ is a general call to get a random contact. 
  
 
Before calling CQ, listen to find a frequency that unoccupied by 
any other station. This may not be easy, particularly in crowded 
band conditions. If the frequency seems clear, ask if the 
frequency is in use, followed by your call. “Is the frequency in 
use? This is NY2EC.” If nobody replies, you’re clear to call. 
Keep your CQ very short. If no one answers, call again. If you 
call CQ three or four times and don’t get a response, try another 
frequency. 
 
 
A typical SSB CQ goes like this: 
  
 
    “CQ CQ Calling CQ. This is AD5UAP, Alfa-Delta-Five-
Uniform-Alfa-Papa.” 
 
 
When answering a CQ, keep the answer short. Say the call sign 
of the station once or twice, followed by your call: 
  
 
    “N2EEC N2EEC, this is AB2GD, Alfa-Bravo-Two-Golf-
Delta.” 
 
Rag Chew - A Long Enjoyable Conversation- 
 
“Rag chewing” is ham lingo for a long, enjoyable conversation. 
Start with the basics: your name, location, the signal report, and 
a brief summary of your station (how much power you’re 
running and the kind of antenna you’re using). Then get the 
other person to talk about himself. Hams can talk about 
anything, but there are some topics we try to avoid. Discussions 
of politics and religion tend to attract controversy and start 
arguments on the air. If it looks like your rag chew is heading in 
those directions, use good judgment. Does the other operator 
agree with your views? If not, will you be offended? Will he (or 
others) be offended? If you have doubts, it is best to change the 
subject. Conduct yourself as though anyone in the world might 
be listening at any time. Whenever you transmit, you’re 
representing all of Amateur Radio. 
 
When to Keep it Short- 
 
Hams love to talk, but there are times when you should keep the 
conversation short. For example, a DX operator may be trying 
to contact as many people as possible, as rapidly as possible. 
Listen before you call. If the DX operator seems to be making 
short contacts (signal report and “good-bye”), it is best to do the 
same. If you are heard by the DX station, only give the 
information he is looking for – a signal report and your location. 
Do not attempt to engage him in conversation. 
 
You may occasionally hear hams operating special event 
stations. These are temporary stations set up at events 
throughout the country: at county fairs, boat races, etc. Unless 
the special event operator sounds like they want talk more, keep 
the conversation short. This gives everyone else a chance to 

make their contacts. 
 
If you hear a call like this: “CQ Contest! CQ Contest! This is 
W1AW. Contest!” you’ve stumbled across an on-the-air contest. 
The idea: Contact as many stations as possible during the 
contest period. You don’t have to be involved in the contest to 
participate; your contact will count regardless. Just listen to the 
contest station and determine what he is looking for. Contest 
contacts require the exchange of specific information such as 
your state, county, etc. Find out what he needs before you call 
and make the contact short. Time is essential when it comes to a 
contest! 
 
Joining a Conversation in Process- 
 
Remember that private conversations don’t exist in Amateur 
Radio. If you don’t want to call CQ to start a conversation, you 
can join a conversation that is already in progress. Listen 
carefully to the operators. Are they having an animated, 
involved discussion? If so, it may be a bit rude to interrupt 
unless you have something important to offer.  If the chat seems 
casual, the operators may not mind someone else joining. So 
how do you politely interrupt? The best approach is to wait for 
one station to stop transmitting and then quickly announce your 
call sign: 
  
 
    “Yes, Charlie, I hope to get the dipole soldered together this 
weekend if the weather holds up.” “N1RL.” “Ah…we have a 
breaking station. N1RL, go ahead!” 
 
 
Do not use the word “break.” You may hear other hams doing 
this, but you should only say “break” when you need to 
interrupt because of an emergency. 
 
 
 

 
 

2013-2014 Officers     
 
President: Doug S - KE5CDK 
Vice President: Rodger W - W5UOK 
Secratary: Rebekah M - K5RCM 
Treasurer: James S - KD5OXM 
Director (1yr):  Mary S - KE5FGU 
Director (2yr):  Kevin M - KW5MOS 
Director (3yr):  Michael B - KF5KHS 
Field Day Committee:  
Testing Committee:  
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    Ken P K5KCP,  
    Rebekah M - K5RCM 
VE Team 
    Ken P K5KCP,  
    Rebekah M - K5RCM 
Public Relations Chairman  
    Ken P K5KCP 
Activities Chairman 
    Rebekah M - K5RCM 

 
 
 

 
 

Address Book 
 

·  Staff@nflarc.org - Is sent to pres, vp, sec, tres, & board 
·  members@nflarc.org - Is sent to all members on the 

mailing list 
·  ve@nflarc.org - Is sent to the VE team 
·  ares@nflarc.org – Is sent to pres, vp, sec, tres, 
·  fd@nflarc.org - Is sent to pres, vp, sec, tres, 
·  ragchew@nflarc.org - is sent to the editor 

 
 
If you have Questions, Comments, Links, Submissions, Corrections,  
Etc. 
Send them to ragchew@nflarc.org 
 

73 


